
The White Garden Tour 
 
Kensington Palace 
11.00 – 12.00 
 
This year, a temporary garden 
will be created to celebrate 
the life of one of Kensington 
Palace’s most famous residents, 
Diana, Princess of Wales. Join 
Sean Harkin, Gardens Team 
Leader, for a tour of this White 
Garden which complements 
the palace’s exhibition,  
‘Diana: Her Fashion Story’.  
The historic Sunken Garden will 
be planted with flowers and 
foliage inspired by memories 
of the Princess’s life, image 
and style. Summer planting will 
include pots of classic English 
white roses surrounding the 
reflective pool in the centre 
of the garden with glowing 
ornamental grasses weaving 
through Cosmos daisies and 
billows of graceful Gaura.  

July

5

spring / summer 2017

Tour of the Mary 
Rose Museum 
 
Main Road,  
Portsmouth  
PO1 3PY 
12.00 – 16.00 
£20* 
 
Following four decades of 
conservation, the Mary Rose 
was finally fully revealed to 
visitors last July.  In the new-look 
Mary Rose Museum, stunning 
panoramic windows allow 
you to see the ship from 
three different angles without 
obstruction. Join us for this 
special visit which will include 
a guided tour of the nine 
galleries containing some of 
the 19,000 artefacts recovered 
with the wreck, an overview 
of the project from the team 
involved and a peek behind 
the scenes.

*Does not include travel to  
and from Portsmouth but  
does include lunch

June

15

Private View of 
‘Enlightened Princesses: 
Caroline, Augusta, 
Charlotte and the 
Shaping of the  
Modern World’  
 
Kensington Palace 
18.30 – 20.30 
 
This exhibition will explore 
the story of three remarkable 
German princesses:  
Caroline of Ansbach, Augusta 
of Saxe-Gotha, and Charlotte 
of Mecklenberg-Strelitz, all of 
whom married into the British 
royal family in the 18th century. 
Through their wide-ranging 
intellectual, social, and political 
interests, Caroline, Augusta, and 
Charlotte helped to shape court 
culture and the age in which 
they lived, and would leave a 
lasting legacy. Join us for an 
exclusive preview of the exhibition 
following its move from the  
Yale Center for British Art in  
New Haven, Connecticut.
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Keeping in touch 
 
We are always keen to hear your 
feedback on Historic Royal Palaces’ 
patron scheme. If you have any 
suggestions for future events we 
would be delighted to hear from you. 
If you have any friends who might be 
interested in joining Historic Royal 
Palaces’ patron scheme please let  
us know, as we would be happy to 
invite them to an event or to send  
out further information.

All patron events can be booked by calling the  
exclusive patrons’ booking line on 020 3166 6366.  
The line is open Monday - Friday between 9.00 and 17.00.

Please get in touch on 020 3166 6366 or email hannah.williams@hrp.org.uk

We hope you enjoyed the last six 
months of exciting patron events. 
Here are just a few highlights!

Patron  
Events

Research & 
Development  
Studio Visit  
 
Hampton Court Palace 
14.30 – 17.00 
 
Throughout their history the 
palaces we care for have played 
host to some of the finest 
musicians, artists, writers and 
craftsmen of their times, and 
have been a place in which 
the arts could thrive. The R&D 
Studio is a creative engine 
house where we can cultivate, 
nurture and develop ideas and 
relationships, and continue in 
this tradition. Join us as we visit 
the studio, meet members of 
the Creative Programming and 
Interpretation team and watch 
one of the Encounters with the 
Tudors plays taking place in the 
Palace before a special meet 
and greet with the cast.   

26

Historic Royal Places – Descriptors Small Use
Width 74mm Wide and less 
 Minimum width to be used 50mm
Depth 16.5mm (TOL )
Others  Various
Icon  7mm Wide 
Rules 0.25pt Dotted line for scaling 

and minimum size 
establishment only.
Does not print.
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Alleys & Alcoves (£250+)

Kitchens & Cellars (£500+)

Courtyards & Cloisters  
(£1,000+)

Great Hall (£2,500+)

Great Watching Chamber  
(£5,000+)
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Joseph Highmore, Queen Caroline of 
Ansbach, c. 1735, oil on canvas,  
Royal Collection Trust, London,  
© Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 2016

Allan Ramsay, Augusta, Dowager 
Princess of Wales (detail), 1769, 
oil on canvas, Collection of SKH 
der Prinz von Hanover
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Human 
Bioarchaeology Tour 
 
Museum of London  
150 London Wall,  
EC2Y 5HN 
10.30 -11.30 
 
Go behind-the-scenes at 
the Museum of London 
for a private, curator-led 
tour of their 20,000-strong 
collection of human skeletal 
remains. With a particular 
focus on the Medieval 
period, the visit will include 
the opportunity to view 
examples of battle wounds, 
executions and bone disease.

May

10Gun Salute 
 
Tower of London 
12.30 - 13.30 
 
From your privileged 
position on the wharf 
you will witness a unique 
tradition that has marked 
State and Royal events 
since Tudor times. The  
Gun Salute on 21 April marks 
Her Majesty The Queen’s 
birthday and is preceded 
by a glass of sherry in 
The Queen’s House with 
members of the Honourable 
Artillery Company and 
Tower officials.

April

21
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Down Street: 
Churchill’s  
Secret Station 
 
24 Down Street,  
Mayfair,  
W1J 7AS 
18.00-20.00 
 
Get an intimate peek into 
one of London’s most 
intriguing hidden spaces. 
Located in Mayfair between 
Hyde Park Corner and 
Green Park stations, Down 
Street had a short life as 
a working station from 
1907 to 1932, but became 
critical to winning the 
Second World War when it 
was covertly transformed 
into the Railway Executive 
Committee’s bomb-proof 
bunker. Experience the 
warren of narrow tunnels 
from where the nation’s 
railways were coordinated 
and Prime Minister  
Winston Churchill took 
refuge secretly at the 
height of the Blitz.  

March

6

17th-Century  
Fictive Panelling 
 
Byward Tower,  
Tower of London 
Date and time TBC 
depending on the  
discoveries of the project 
 
As we carry out refurbishment 
works to the Chief Yeoman 
Warder’s flat, our conservation 
team will use the opportunity 
to access some 17th-century 
painted wall panels last seen 
in the 1980’s. Since then they 
have been concealed behind a 
plasterboard wall, against which 
a modern kitchen was installed. 
 
The condition of the surviving 
panels is unknown so the team 
will need to inspect, document 
and conserve the panels before 
designing a new removable cover 
panel to enable regular inspection.  
 
*Please register your interest in  
this event in order to be notified  

of the final date.

William & Son  
Store Event   
 
34-36 Bruton Street,  
W1J 6QX 
£20* 
18.30-20.30 
 
Founded in 1999 by William 
Asprey, a seventh generation 
member of the Asprey family, 
William & Son creates and 
curates collections of the 
finest jewellery and timepieces, 
leather goods and silver and 
glassware as well as kit and 
tackle for elegant penmanship 
and gamesmanship. For 
more serious sport, William 
& Son also offers bespoke, 
handcrafted shotguns and its 
own line of perfectly cut but 
suitably sturdy country clothing.   
 
William & Son have supported 
Historic Royal Palaces for a 
number of years, and we are 
delighted to be able to invite 
you in store for a unique event 
to discover more about  
their collection. 
 
*Includes drinks and canapés

Bacton Altar Cloth 
 
Conservation Studios,  
Hampton Court Palace 
11.00 – 12.00 
 
Last year, a richly embroidered 
altar cloth, preserved for 
centuries in a small rural church 
in Bacton, Herefordshire, was 
identified by our curators as a 
piece of a 16th-century dress, 
which may have belonged to  
Queen Elizabeth I. A longstanding 
rumour connected the piece to 
the Tudor Queen via her servant, 
Blanche Parry, who was born  
in Bacton. 
 
Our conservation team are now 
working with St Faith’s Church to 
conserve this remarkable object 
which we hope in the future to 
be able to display at Hampton 
Court Palace. Join members 
of the conservation team for 
a unique chance to view this 
remarkable item up-close.

Wallace Collection 
Arms and Armour Tour 

Hertford House,  
Manchester Square,  
W1U 3BN 
£10* 
11.00 – 13.00 
 
The Wallace Collection is a 
national museum in a historic 
London town house. In 25 
galleries are unsurpassed 
displays of French 18th-
century painting, furniture  
and porcelain with superb  
Old Master paintings and 
a world class armoury. 
Comprising over 5,000 
pieces, this eclectic collection 
contains one of the finest 
groups of princely arms and 
armour in Europe. On this 
private tour, Arms and Armour 
Curator Tobias Capwell will 
highlight the Collection’s most 
outstanding pieces including 
the etched and gilt helmet of 
Emperor Ferdinand I (1503-
1564) and the gauntlet of 
Henry Stuart, Prince of Wales 
(1594-1612).

*Includes light refreshments

February

22
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Private View of ‘Diana: 
Her Fashion Story’  
 
Kensington Palace 
18.30 – 21.00  
 
Our new exhibition ‘Diana: Her 
Fashion Story’ will trace the 
evolution of the Princess’s style, 
from the demure, romantic 
outfits of her first public 
appearances, to the glamour, 
elegance and confidence of her 
later life. From her earliest royal 
engagements, everything Diana 
wore was closely scrutinised.  
The exhibition will explore 
how she navigated her unique 
position in the public eye: 
learning to use her image to 
engage and inspire people, 
and to champion the causes 
she cared about. Join us for 
an exclusive preview of the 
exhibition before it opens to  
the public on 24 February.

The Ceremony of the 
Lilies & Roses  
 
Tower of London 
18.00 – 20.30 
 
Witness one of the 
Tower’s more personal 
and moving ceremonies 
which takes place every 
year when provosts of Eton 
College and Kings College, 
Cambridge lay their college 
emblems on the spot in 
the Wakefield Tower where 
Henry VI, founder of both 
institutions, is said to have 
been murdered. 
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