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Fanfare focus:
Enlightened Princesses: Caroline, Augusta, 
Charlotte and the shaping of the modern world

New to Kensington Palace for 2017, Enlightened Princesses 
will explore the story of three remarkable German royal 
women, Caroline of Ansbach, Augusta of Saxe-Gotha, and 
Charlotte of Mecklenberg-Strelitz, who married into the 
British royal family in the 1700s.

some of the greatest thinkers, 
scientists and architects of the day; 
brought art, music, and dance into 
the palaces; and supported 
industry, trade and imperial 
ambitions.

The exhibition will feature rich 
artworks and artefacts, many of 
which belonged to these women 
and their families, and include 
works by renowned 18th century 
artists such as Johan Zoffany, 
Jean-Étienne Liotard and 
Benjamin West. 

The exhibition is a collaboration 
between Historic Royal Palaces and 
the Yale Center for British Art 

(YCBA). It will run at 
Kensington Palace 
from 22nd June to 
12th November 
2017, and at the 
YCBA from 2nd 
February to 
30th April 2017.

Princesses Caroline and Charlotte 
became Queens consort, wife of 
the reigning king, to George II and 
George III respectively; and 
Princess Augusta, Queen in Waiting 
of Great Britain and mother to the 
future king.

Through their wide-ranging 
intellectual, social and political 
interests, Caroline, Augusta and 
Charlotte each uniquely helped to 
shape court culture and the age in 

which they 
lived, and left a 
lasting legacy. 

They patronised 

Latest news:
Remembering Diana

Few people have made such an impact on the world as 
Diana, Princess of Wales. 2017 will mark the 20th anniversary 
of her death in 1997, and Historic Royal Palaces will 
celebrate her life with a new exhibition and commemorative 
garden, opening at Kensington Palace next year.

Kensington Palace was a place of 
unique significance in the life of 
Diana, Princess of Wales. As well 
as being her home from 1981, she 
also regularly hosted receptions 
for her many charities in the 
                          State Apartments 
                             and Orangery. 
                                Famously the 
                                      palace was 
                                      the scene of 

a world-wide tribute to her after 
her death in 1997.

Alongside the new exhibition and 
garden will run a programme of 
talks and events exploring Princess 
Diana’s enduring legacy. Group 
organisers and the Travel Trade 
can register their interest with the 
Sales Team for more information 
and bookings.



There are a whole host of activities for your groups to 
explore and enjoy at Hampton Court Palace this winter 
season. Food, fun and festivities await, all set against the 
glorious backdrop of this historic royal residence. 

Forward Planning: 
Winter is coming to Hampton Court Palace

The Hampton Court Palace Ice Rink 
returns for another skating season. 
Put on your ear muffs, gloves and 
skates and enjoy spectacular views 
of the magnificent palace that 
Henry VIII once lived in. From 9th to 
11th December the BBC Food Fayre 
will return to the grounds, a perfect 
place to browse for gifts or simply 
just to treat yourself! 

From 21st December to 1st January, 
(excluding 24th to 26th December) 
travel back in time to Elizabethan 
England. Immerse yourself in the 
Tudor world and experience the 
royal entertainment of the court 
first hand. Witness jesters in the 

courtyards, music, dancing and 
cooking in the kitchens, as courtiers 
and artists jostle for royal favour 
and patronage whilst an aging 
Queen Elizabeth I looks on. 

Forward Planning:
Christmas fit for a queen at Kensington Palace

This Christmas, groups visiting Kensington Palace will be 
transported back to the Victorian era – where Christmas as 
we know it today really began.

In the palace where Princess 
Victoria grew up, the sights, sounds, 
smells and tastes of a truly 
traditional Victorian celebration will 
be brought vividly to life through a 
series of talks, festive music and 
seasonal food and drink.

Throughout the season, the palace 
and gardens will be decked out in 
their Yuletide best with period-
inspired decorations. Sample the 
delights of Victorian cookery for 
yourself as the Kensington Palace 
café serves up a special selection of 

festive favourites for the season, 
including mulled wine and, of 
course, mince pies! To keep the 
Christmas cheer going into 2017, on 
selected days live music will offer 
visitors the chance to explore the 
rich history of the festive tunes we 
know and love today.

What better way to celebrate the 
holiday season than in the era that 
brought Christmas feasting, gift-
giving and entertainment to the 
masses.
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Daily – Crown Jewels
To best avoid waiting in line to view 
the fabulous finery, plan a morning 
visit. The Tower opens at 9am on 
Tues- Sat, 10am on Sun-Mon.

Last minute summer
Conquest 
Until 21 October daily
Relive the exciting Middle Ages, 
when knights, soldiers and 
peasants fought to possess the 
Tower, the greatest fortress in the 
kingdom! Will you fight for the king 
or against him?

Daily – Magic Garden
In the exciting new interactive play 
garden on the site of Henry VIII’s 
Tudor Tiltyard children will discover 
every feature can be climbed upon, 
swung from and hidden in, all while 
evoking the spirit of Tudor sport 
and festivities. 

Last minute summer
The Empress the Gardener 
Until 4 September
Lain forgotten for over 200 years 
in the State Hermitage Museum, 
St Petersburg, come and see 
the watercolour paintings of the 
Hampton Court estate by John 
Spyers, Lancelot Capability Brown’s 
assistant, an exhibition to mark the 
tercentenary of Brown’s birth.

Floral Henry VIII
Until October
Meet the 3 metre high 3D 
Henry VIII on the East 

Gardens Broad Walk. Using 
thousands of carpet bedding 
plants this centre piece will be a 
reconstruction of a Victorian and 
Edwardian carpet bedding scheme 
that the palace became famous 
for following its public opening by 
Queen Victoria in 1838. 

BBC Good Food Festival 
27-29 August
Returning for its third year the 
festival takes place in the East 
Front Gardens and is included 
in palace admission. Indulge the 
taste buds of your group at the 
numerous stands and outlets, a 
perfect added value excursion for 
your calendar.

Garden History talks and tours 
September – December
A programme of talks and tours 

designed for gardens 
interest groups, prices and 
details available on request 

from the Sales Team.

Autumn/Winter
Ghost tours 
31 Oct – Feb 2017 

Fridays and Sundays 
Hear spine chilling 
stories of residents 

past and experience 
the unique 

atmosphere of Henry 
VIII’s state apartments, 
including 

Summer Conquest 
Daily 18 July – 4 September
Additionally, knights in armour 
clash in single combat! Will your 
champion conquer the Tower or 
fall? Cheer on the attackers or the 
defenders as the sparks fly!

Story Scramble 
25 July and 12 August
This interactive trail for families has 
scrambled up the Tower’s stories. 
Can you put them back together 
again? Meet characters from the 
past, handle objects, look for clues, 
can you connect the pieces as you 
explore 1000 years of history?

Autumn 2016
Constables Installation 
3, 4, 5 October
Please note that the installation of 
the 160th Constable of the Tower 
will result in early closures with 
last admission at 14.30hrs for this 

private event.

Winter 2016/17
New! Hands on History 

from 27 December
Meet the characters 
who worked in and 
around the Tower in the 
Royal Armouries new White 

Tower exhibition. Discover 
more about their lives 

and experience what 
their jobs involved in 
this famous fortress.
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Fashion Rules; restyled – Daily
A totally refreshed exhibition 
featuring a new selection of 
dresses and accessories from the 
wardrobes of Her Majesty The 
Queen, Princess Margaret and 
Diana, Princess of Wales.

Last minute summer
Garden History Tours – Mon, 
Weds, Fri – Until September
Join one of our expert volunteers 
on a garden history tour and learn 
about the recent transformation of 
the palace gardens and their 
diverse history. Private groups on 
request, max 20 per tour.

Autumn/Winter
Victorian Christmas 
3 December – 1 January 2017
Join us for a Victorian Christmas 
at Kensington Palace, enjoy 
beautiful seasonal decorations 
throughout the 
palace and gardens 
from 3 December 
and join in the 
celebrations with 
talks, music, special 
tours and seasonal 
food and drink from 
27 December to 
1 January.
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Hidden history talks – Daily
Join our palace experts at 11.30hrs 
for a short insight into the amazing 
history of this dramatic building

The Handling Collection – Daily
Experience the thrill of holding an 
authentic piece of history in your 
hands, whilst learning more about it 
from an expert.

Year round
House Tours – Daily
Pre-booked groups of 20 or more 
are welcomed year round, to book 
your visit call the Contact Centre on 
+44 (0) 20 3166 6000.

Hillsborough Faces – Daily
Following the guided tour of the 
beautiful State Rooms, visitors can 
discover some of the people, great 
and small, who have visited in our 
special photography exhibit.

Summer Season 
Until 25 September
The official residence of the Royal 
Family will open for public and 
individuals to join our expert 
guided tours once again. Groups 

must pre-book their House Tour.

Winter Carol Singing evenings
 Join us for magical 

evenings of carol 
singing inside the 
State Rooms. 
Register your 
interest with the 
sales team.

Guided tours for groups 
Groups can book a guided tour 
with our costumed palace 
experts for just £6 per 
person. Discover the 
intimate royal family life of 
George III and visit the royal 
kitchens, a fascinating 
time-capsule of early 19th 
century culinary history.

Georgian Cookery 
23-24 July 6-7 August, 17-18 
September and 1-2 October
Experience the sights and 
smells of Georgian cookery. 
The Royal Kitchens come alive 
as the Clerk of the Kitchens 
and his team of cooks recreate 
the bustle and business of 1789.

Hillsborough Castle

the courtyards and cloisters after 
dark- £27.50 per person or £1200 
plus VAT for private groups on 
request. Contact the sales team for 
more information.

Hampton Court Palace Ice Rink 
Winter season 
December 2016
Put on your ear muffs, gloves and 
skates and enjoy spectacular views 
of the magnificent palace that 
Henry VIII once lived in.

BBC Food Fayre 
9–11 December
The seasonal Fayre returns to the 
palace grounds, a perfect place to 
browse for gifts or simply just to 
treat yourself! Included in palace 
admission ticket.

Elizabethan Christmas 
21 December – 1 January 

(excluding 24–26 December)
Travel back in time to 

Elizabethan England and 
immerse yourself in the 
Tudor world. Witness 
jesters in the courtyards, 
music, dancing and 

cooking in the kitchens, as 
courtiers and artists jostle 
for royal favour.

All events subject to 
change, correct at time 
of going to press.



Private tours:
Behind the scenes at Hampton Court Palace

The royal family may have left Hampton Court in 
1737 but the palace and its apartments soon found 
another purpose.

From the 1760s onwards, the 
palace was divided up for ‘grace-
and-favour’ residents who were 
granted rent-free accommodation 
because they had given great 
service to the Crown or country. 
They lived, often with their own 
small households of servants 
above, underneath and around the 
state apartments.

New!
Small parties of 12-15 guests can 
now step back in time to explore 
the forgotten stories of these 
residents on a private Grace and 
Favour tour. This intimate, hour and 
a half guided visit will uncover the 
tales of the men and women who 
lived in rooms once inhabited by 
the Kings and Queens of England. 
These abandoned spaces are not 
normally accessible to the public 
and offer a unique glimpse into life 
at one of the greatest palaces ever 
built! The tour costs £50 per 
person plus VAT and must be 
pre-booked.
groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.org.uk 
+44 (0)20 3166 6311

Don’t Forget!
Hampton Court also offers year-
round guided tours of the palace 
and gardens which are perfect for 
groups of up to 50 people. The 
experience offers a more in-depth 
visit, led by one of our accredited 
palace guides, which can be 
tailored to the interests of the 
guests. Prices start from £132 per 
group for an hour and a half tour, 
costumed guides and tours in 
French, German and Italian are also 
available on request.

“explore the forgotten stories of 
these residents on a private Grace 
and Favour tour.” 



Latest news:
Handling the past at Banqueting House

The best way to learn about the past is to interact with it. 
As such, Banqueting House is now offering its visitors the 
chance to adopt a more tactile approach to exploring the 
long and diverse history of this impressive building and the 
magnificent Palace of Whitehall that once surrounded it.

The Handling Collection is a new 
object handling station within the 
Main Hall, manned by our 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic 
volunteers. It consists of eight 
fascinating artefacts from each 
chapter of the palace’s story, 
including Tudor pot fragments 
excavated in Whitehall, a Charles I 
coin and parts of the original 
Banqueting House masonry. 

This provides visitors with a unique 
opportunity to experience the 
thrill of holding an authentic piece 
of history in their hands, whilst 
learning more about it from an 

expert. Come and discover for 
yourself these precious morsels 
of antiquity that, along with 
Banqueting House itself, survived 
the fire that ravaged Whitehall and 
stood the test of time.

The Handling Collection will be 
running every weekend and daily 
during school holidays in 2016 from 
11:00-13:00 in the Main Hall.

“a unique opportunity to experience 
the thrill of holding an authentic 
piece of history in their hands” 



Conservation: 
The King’s State Apartments re-presented

The King’s Gallery range, built by 
Sir Christopher Wren for King 
William III in 1695, was used 
extensively by George II and 
Queen Caroline in the 1720s. 
The restoration of William Kent’s 
glorious 1720s red and white 

decorative scheme began in the 
1990s and continued with the 
King’s Stairs, Presence and Privy 
Chambers in 2013/14.

From September 2016 to the end 
of January 2017 we will be 

The King’s State Apartments at Kensington Palace are 
one of the most historically significant spaces under 
the care of Historic Royal Palaces. These exceptional 
apartments are the pride of the palace and have been 
open to the public since 1899.

continuing our re-presentation with 
work on the Cupola Room, Drawing 
Room, Council Chamber and 
Queen Caroline’s Closet. This will 
include repairing the panelling, 
introducing historically researched 
chandeliers to the Drawing Room, 
laying new oak flooring and 
interpreting Caroline’s Closet to 
more faithfully represent her use of 
this room as a treasure trove of 
miniatures and drawings. 

To enable this work to happen 
all but the King’s Stairs, 
Presence and Privy Chambers 
will be closed to the public 
from 5 September to 
19 December 2016 with part 
of the Drawing Room 
remaining closed through 
January. We hope that you 
will enjoy visiting the newly 
restored rooms from February 
2017 onwards.



You will not miss our 3 metre high 
floral representation of Henry VIII 
from June to October, as he graces 
the East Gardens Board Walk with 
his regal presence!

For more planning details email 
groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.org.uk

Need help?
Buy tickets 
T: 0844 482 7770 / +44 (0) 20 3166 6000 
E: traveltradeorders@hrp.org.uk
www.hrp.org.uk

Ask us questions! 
T: + 44 (0) 20 3166 6311 or  
E: groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.org.uk

Party with us or do business with us! 
T: +44 (0) 20 3166 6399 
E: events@hrp.org.uk 

Retail therapy! Souvenirs and shopping: 
W: www.historicroyalpalaces.com 
T: Mail order +44 (0) 20 3166 6848 
E: shop@hrp.org.uk 
T: Corporate gifts +44 (0) 20 3166 6857 
E: corpgifts@hrp.org.uk

Get social with us!

Final note:
The Year of the Garden continues…

2016 at Hampton Court Palace has already seen the 
opening of the highly acclaimed Magic Garden and our new 
temporary exhibition the Empress and the Gardener – a 
stunning array of 18th century artworks depicting the palace 
and grounds which will be on display until 4th September.

August sees the return of the 
popular BBC Good Food Festival 
to the gardens. From 27th to 29th 
August, visitors can discover a 
great selection of delicious artisan 
producers, a stellar line up of cooks 
and chefs, fabulous entertainment, 
family fun and great, live music.
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