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Autumn / Winter 2016

Chief Executive 
Christmas Drinks

Venue to be confirmed

Join Michael Day, 
Chief Executive of 
Historic Royal Palaces, 
for our annual Christmas 
drinks reception in a   
central London location. As 
well as hopefully getting 
you into the Christmas 
spirit, the evening is our 
opportunity to thank you 
for all your support whilst 
giving you the chance 
to discover what makes 
Michael passionate about 
Historic Royal Palaces.

* Includes refreshments

December

6

Private View of  
Hands on History 

Tower of London 
Early Evening

Bring along your family and 
explore the Royal Armouries’ 
new and exciting Hands on 
History interactive gallery in 
the White Tower before it 
opens to the public.

Using the Royal Armouries 
collections visitors will be 
encouraged to touch and 
feel items, bringing to life the 
stories of people connected to 
the Tower by their role. They 
include the Master Mason, 
Bowman, Captain of Artillery, 
Cavalryman and Armourer in a 
fun, informative, interactive and 
immersive setting.
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Keeping in touch

We are always keen to hear your 
feedback on HRP’s Patron scheme.  
If you have any suggestions for future 
events we would be delighted to  
hear from you. If you have any friends 
who might be interested in joining 
HRP’s patron scheme please let us 
know, as we would be happy to invite 
them to an event or to send out 
further information.

All patron events can be booked by calling the  
exclusive patrons’ booking line on 020 3166 6366.  
The line is open Monday - Friday between 9.00 and 17.00.

Please get in touch on 020 3166 6366 or email hannah.williams@hrp.org.uk

We hope you enjoyed the last six 
months of exciting patron events, 
here are just a few highlights!

Patron  
Events

Working Stage 
Rehearsal of The 
Nutcracker 

London Coliseum,  
WC2N 4ES 
19.00

Join us for the exclusive chance 
to preview English National 
Ballet’s performance of 
The Nutcracker before 
its opening night.

The idea of a working stage 
rehearsal, with orchestra or 
piano, was conceived for the 
benefit of the creative and 
technical staff but offers a 
remarkable insight into the 
way major productions are 
prepared for performance. 

* Please note that there is no 
guarantee performers will be in 

full costume or make-up

Deutsche Bank  
Art Collection Tour 

Winchester House, 
72 London Wall, EC2N 2DB 
18.30

Join us for a curator led tour 
of Deutsche Bank’s London 
art collection. The evening 
will include a talk about the 
history and philosophy of 
the collection, a discussion 
about the bank’s main areas of 
activity and a guided tour of the 
reception spaces and meeting 
rooms in Winchester House.

28

Key

Alleys & Alcoves (£250+)

Kitchens & Cellars (£500+)

Courtyards & Cloisters  
(£1,000+)

Great Hall (£2,500+)

Great Watching Chamber  
(£5,000+)

Historic Royal Places – Descriptors Small Use
Width 74mm Wide and less 
 Minimum width to be used 50mm
Depth 16.5mm (TOL )
Others  Various
Icon  7mm Wide 
Rules 0.25pt Dotted line for scaling 

and minimum size 
establishment only.
Does not print.
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Cristina Lucas, ‘Untitled’ from the series You Can Also Walk, 2006
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Fire! Fire!  
Breakfast Preview

Museum of London 
150 London Wall, EC2Y 5HN  
8.00

This private breakfast view 
of the Museum of London’s 
exhibition Fire! Fire! offers a 
chance to discover London 
before, during and after the 
Great Fire of 1666, on the 
350th anniversary of this 
infamous disaster. 

Explore how the fire started and 
spread, discover the personal 
stories of Londoners who were 
there at the time and get up 
close to rarely seen 17th-century 
artefacts with a curator-led 
presentation. 

* Includes refreshments

Privy Council Dinner 

Tower of London 
18.30 
£100

This year’s black tie Privy Council 
Dinner will take place in the 
magnificent White Tower at 
the Tower of London. Join our 
curators as we discover more 
about one of the best preserved 
and most interesting 11th-century 
buildings in Europe.

Prior to the dinner we will visit 
the Chapel Royal of St John 
the Evangelist, one of the most 
important medieval interiors in 
the world and one of the most 
complete examples of early 
Anglo-Norman ecclesiastical 
architecture in England.

Following the dinner you will 
also have the opportunity to 
attend the Ceremony of the 
Keys, the traditional locking up 
of the Tower which has taken 
place every night for the last 
700 years.

Hillsborough  
Castle Visit 

£350 per traveller / 
£600 per couple

Join us for this special one 
night visit to Hillsborough 
Castle. The visit will include 
curator led tours of the house 
and gardens, lunch and 
dinner in the magnificent 
State Apartments, visits to 
other sites in the area and 
accommodation in a 4 star 
central Belfast hotel.

Hillsborough Castle holds a 
unique place in the history of 
Northern Ireland. Since it was 
built in the 18th-century the 
castle has gone from being 
a simple country house for 
the Hill family to becoming 
the official residence of 
Her Majesty the Queen in 
Northern Ireland and the 
place where many formal 
and informal stages of the 
Peace Process happened.

Tour of the  
Foundling Museum 

Foundling Museum,  
WC1N 1AZ 
14.30

Discover the intriguing story 
behind the London Foundling 
Hospital and the children who 
grew up there on this exclusive 
private tour of the museum 
when it is closed to the public.  
Led by one of the museum 
experts we will also have the 
opportunity to view their new 
exhibition, Feeding the 400, 
which explores foundling 
food from 1740-1950.  

Based on new research, this 
exhibition explores a fundamental 
yet little examined aspect of the 
children’s experience at the 
Foundling Hospital, and shows the 
multi-faceted impact that food 
had on their lives. This fascinating 
story is explored through art, 
archival material, photographs 
and the voices of former pupils, 
whose memories of food are 
captured in the Museum’s 
extensive sound archives.

October

Tour of  
Lancaster House

St James’s, SW1A 1BB 
11.30 
£20

One of the few surviving great 
London townhouses, Lancaster 
House remains magnificently 
preserved and steeped in political 
history. Commissioned in 1825 
by the ‘grand old’ Duke of York, 
the house is now owned by 
the Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office and closed to the public. 
This private tour provides a 
rare chance to view the ornate 
grandeur of the house’s interiors 
and to learn about its various 
owners over the centuries. 

*Due to the Government’s use of the 
building, there is a small chance that 
this date may change

Breakfast Tour of the 
Queen’s House

Royal Museums Greenwich 
Greenwich, SE10 9NF 
8.30

Commissioned by James I for 
his queen, Anne of Denmark, 
the Queen’s House built by 
Inigo Jones is 1616 is a close 
cousin of the Historic Royal 
Palaces family. The House now 
sits regally at the heart of Royal 
Museums Greenwich, whose art 
collection is displayed there.

Following an extensive 
refurbishment, the Queen’s 
House reopens to visitors this 
autumn. Join Christine Riding, 
Head of Arts and Curator of 
the Queen’s House, for an 
exclusive out-of-hours tour 
to experience the magic of 
the House at first hand including 
the restored dazzling King’s 
Presence Chamber and the 
soaring Tulip Stairs, along with 
treasures from the collections 
including paintings, ceramics 
and silverware.

* Includes refreshments
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4Tapestry Wash

Hampton Court Palace 
11.00

Join us for a unique opportunity 
to see the wet cleaning of one 
of Hampton Court Palace’s 
stunning tapestries. The Death 
of Hercules from The Labours of 
Hercules series is a 16th-century 
Flemish tapestry, possibly 
acquired by Henry VIII, and 
currently on display in the Great 
Watching Chamber at Hampton 
Court Palace. The tapestry will 
be removed this summer in 
preparation for its wet clean 
which will take place in our 
custom built tank measuring 
approximately 5m x 10m and 
holding over 5,000 litres 
of water.

Constable’s Installation 

Tower of London 
17.30 

Witness the installation of 
General Sir Nicholas Houghton 
GCB CBE ADC Gen as the 
160th Constable of HM Tower 
of London in this unique and 
very special ceremony. 

The installation will involve 
a parade by military units 
linked to the Constable and 
the Tower, the Yeoman Body in 
their State Dress, the reading 
of the Letters Patent and the 
handover of the Ceremonial 
Keys of Office. The parade 
timings require guests to be 
seated by 18.00.

* Includes refreshments
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