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Welcome to 
Hillsborough Castle

The Magic Garden at 
Hampton Court Palace

Historic Royal Palaces has 
taken charge of Hillsborough 
Castle, the late Georgian 
mansion built in the 1770s 
and later remodelled in the 

19th and 20th centuries.

Today, it is a working royal palace 
functioning as the official residence of 
the Royal Family in Northern Ireland 
and it has been home to the Secretary 
of State since the 1970s. A tour of 
the house will guide you through 
the elegant State Rooms including 
the majestic Throne Room and the 
graceful Drawing Room.

For this summer season and 2015 
the House and Gardens will be 
open from April until the end of 
September for pre booked group 
tours. Groups must be booked at 

least 48 hours in advance with a minimum of 20 people 
and a 10% reduction applies. For individuals wishing 
to visit, House tours are offered at weekends and daily 
throughout August. For prices and tour times visit 
www.hrp.org.uk and search Fanfare.

From summer 2015 visitors to the 
palace will be able to explore and more 

importantly ‘play’ in a 21st century 
legacy to iconic garden design.

The Magic Garden will be a self-contained walled 
area with every feature designed to be climbed 

upon, swung from and hidden in, all evoking the 
spirit of Tudor sport and festivities.

A jousting arena, five tiltyard towers and a fire-breathing 
dragon will give our younger visitors a chance to play 
whilst encouraged to think and learn how to navigate 
through the garden. For all visitors this will be an 
intriguing new way to learn about history – we’re not 
just about preserving the past!

Admission to the Magic Garden will be included in the 
palace ticket and 
will complement the 
historic Maze and over 
60 acres of beautiful 
traditional gardens that 
Hampton Court Palace 
is renowned for.
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What’s on for groups?
Daytime Events
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Does not print.

Autumn / Winter
28 July – 24 October, 3-11 November, Fortress Tower 
– Your Country needs you! 1914 and war between the 
Great Powers becomes reality. Young city workers, 
stockbrokers and bankers, head for the nearest barracks 
– the Tower of London, to sign up.

25 Oct – 2 Nov and 27-31 Dec, All over by Christmas? 
Follow the varying fortunes of those who lived in or were 
imprisoned at the Tower during WW1.

25 Oct – 2 Nov, Medieval Mint. With the gold of the 
French King’s ransom flooding in to the Tower, the 
workers of the Mint have little time for rest. Security and 
efficiency are their main concerns. Find out just how they 
keep up the pace.

12 Nov – 23 Dec, Life In the Medieval Palace. Join the 
Knights and Ladies of King Edward I’s court as they 

prepare to celebrate Christmas in the newly built St 
Thomas’s Tower.

6-7 December, A Spanish Queen. Eleanor of 
Castile, wife of King Edward I, learn about her 
childhood in Spain and the contrasts of 

Medieval England.

2 January – 31 March 2015, Torture at 
the Tower. Discover the truth about 
some of the Tower’s most notorious 
prisoners in the 16th and 17th Centuries, 

not for the squeamish!

Summer 2014
Last chance! Glorious Georges until 30 Sept. 
George I is finding life in his new kingdom in 
1717 difficult, and now he faces the challenge 
from his own son George Prince of Wales and his 

domineering wife Caroline of Ansbach. 

Chocolate Kitchen – first weekend of every month 
until 2 Nov 2014. Royal Chocolatier, Mr Tosier, and 

his assistants demonstrate how the newly opened 
Chocolate Kitchen works to provide the very best of 
delicious drinks for His Majesty.

Autumn / Winter 2014
New from November, Art at the Palace. Discover 
treasures from the Royal Collection, elegantly displayed 
in the new Cumberland Art Gallery.

25 Oct – 2 November, ‘The Royal Wee’. We complete 
the Glorious Georges season with a horrible look at the 
murkier underside of the Royal Palace. 

6-7 Sept, 4-5 Oct, 1-2 Nov 6-7 Dec, Tudor Kitchens. 
Meet the Tudor chefs and discover the latest Tudor 
delicacies in the Tudor kitchens.

13 – 14 December, Christmas in the Courtyards. Get 
into the festive spirit and enjoy seasonal 
music, food and entertainment amid the 
courtyards and cloisters of this magnificent 
palace, dressed for Christmas.

Daytime Events
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Daytime Events Daytime Events

Find it in Fanfare – in print, online and LinkedIn
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Daily – Hidden history talks. A range of talks and short 
guided tours are available for groups to book in advance 
free of charge bringing to life this extraordinary building.

2015 Conservation project. As we move towards the 
400th anniversary of Inigo Jones’ masterpiece in 2019, 
we will commence a project of repairing and cleaning 
the the external facades in 2015.

Last chance – Glorious Georges 
until 28 Sept. Admission is 
included with the Kew Gardens ticket to discover the 
intimate family life of George III and Queen Charlotte.

Royal Kitchens at Kew 30-31 Aug and 27-28 Sept, 
Georgian cooks. Mr Gorton, Clerk of the Kitchens, 
and his expert team of cooks are working to create 

food fit for the table of King George III and his 
household.

Guided tours for groups. Groups can book 
a guided tour with our costumed palace 
experts for just £4 per person. Queen 

Charlotte’s Cottage is open at weekends.

Book now for 2015 summer season

www.hrp.org.uk

Summer 2014
Last chance – Dressing Queen Caroline until 
30 Sept. Meet the witty and intelligent wife 
of King George II, Caroline of Ansbach. Learn 
about her life and interests as she is dressed 
in the elaborate clothes essential for a day 
at court. 

Autumn/Winter 2014 
Eerie Evening Tours, November – February 2015. Death, 
disease, love and loss – unearth 300 years of secrets 
and tread in the footsteps of kings, queens and courtiers 
as you enter the shadowy world of Kensington Palace 
after dark. Public tours take place on Fridays at £25 per 
person, private group tours on request at £1050 for up 
to 35 pax.

Daily, Victoria Revealed, Morning private group tours. 
Pre-booked group tours at 9am each day join our expert 
palace Explainer to explore the public and private life 
of Queen Victoria in the rooms where she grew up. 
Discover through her own words her lonely childhood at 
the palace, her deep love for Albert and the impact of 
his sudden death. £30 per person maximum 35 pax.

Daily, Fashion Rules. Dress from the 
collections of HM The Queen, 
Princess Margaret and Diana, 
Princess of Wales, this elegant 
exhibition explores the influences 
of royal fashion on modern culture 
from 1950s – 1980s.
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Hillsborough Castle – visiting information
Ticket prices Adults Concs 

(OAPs, students, 
children 5 – 16yrs

Family 
(2 adults and up 
to 4 children)

House tour 
(includes garden 
access)

£7.00 £4.50 £18.00

Garden tour 
 

£7.00 £4.50 £18.00

Combined House 
and Garden tour 

£12.00 £8.00 £25.00

Unguided access to 
Gardens only 

£3.50 n/a £10.00

Gardens season 
pass 

£15.00 n/a £30.00

Discover one of the most beautiful 
and interesting historic properties in 
Northern Ireland.

The late Georgian mansion was built in the 
1770s by Wills Hill, first Marquis of Downshire 
and was later remodelled in the 19th and early 
20th centuries. A tour of the house will guide 
you through the elegant State Rooms, still 
in use today, including the majestic Throne 
Room and graceful Drawing Room.

Wander through 98 acres of beautiful gardens, 
developed from the 1760s onwards, offering a contrast 
of ornamental grounds, peaceful woodland, meandering 
waterways, and trimmed lawns. Look out for the statue 
of Ossian outside the main entrance, the Lady Alice 
Temple, the Quaker Burial ground and an Ice House.

Visitor information – 2014

Guided House tours 
(duration: approx. 1 hour)
5 April – 28 September: Every weekend
Saturday: 11.00, 12.30, 14.00, 15.30
Sunday: 12.30, 14.00, 15.30

1-31 August, closed on Bank Holidays
Monday - Friday: 12.30, 14.00

Gardens 
5 April – 28 September: closed on Bank Holidays
Daily: 10.30 – 17.00

Garden tours 
(duration approx. 1hr 30min) must be booked at least 
48hours in advance. Minimum tour 20 people

Children under five are free
Groups of 15 or more full priced Adults will receive a 10% discount on ticket prices
Please note tours must be booked in advance.

To buy tickets visit the Hillsborough Castle Booking Office, 
The Square, Hillsborough, BT26 6AG,
call 028 926 81300 or email Hillsboroughcastle@hrp.org.uk
Please be aware that there is no parking onsite. 

Visitors are asked to note that due to the natural terrain of the gardens the majority of 
paths are unsuitable for wheelchair users and those with restricted mobility.
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Group Service Review – Update summer 2014
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As reported in the last edition of Fanfare 
Historic Royal Palaces has undertaken a 
project to review the service, product and 
promotion for group visits. Here we give you 
an update of changes we have made following 
our consultation with our teams internally and 
a selection of group travel organisers.

Our initial focus has been to create a Group Organisers 
fact sheet for each palace. These can be sent out in 
advance or downloaded from our website for pre-visit 
purposes. The fact sheets carry information such as how 
far it is on the approach from transportation to each 
palace to the group entrance; where the nearest toilets are 
as well as disabled access, catering outlets and suggested 
length of visit. 

The Visitor Experience teams across the palaces are 
carrying out a review of onsite and arrival flow signage 

specific to groups with an ambition to implement where 
immediately possible or apply for planning permissions 
where not.

In terms of product we have met with our Creative 
Planning and Interpretation team to discuss the types of 
events and the historic stories groups like to experience 
whilst visiting and we hope that their future planning 
will incorporate opportunities for groups to engage 
with all levels of interpretation, thus adding value to 
organisers and operators tours and enhancing the 
visitor experience.

Please feel free to contact Lesley Terrell who is leading 
this project via groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.org.uk with 
any suggestions or observations.

mailto:groupsandtraveltrade%40hrp.org.uk?subject=Fanfare


Our specially developed private tours offer 
the more discerning visitor a unique and 
privileged insight to our magnificent palaces.  
For availability and more information contact 
groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.org.uk

Private viewing of the Line of Kings or Crown Jewels – 
Entertain your guests in the world’s longest running 
museum display in the ancient White Tower or the 
spectacular Jewel House. Available in the morning 
from 08.15hrs with refreshments or in the evening 
at 18.30hrs with sparkling wine and canapés the 
evening tour concludes at 20.00hrs. The morning 
viewing is £1125 plus VAT for up to 15 guests 
thereafter £75 per person plus VAT. The evening 
visit is £1575 plus VAT for up to 15 and £105 per 
person plus VAT thereafter, maximum 150.

Evening Tours, give groups the chance to 
enjoy the tranquil atmosphere after the 
hustle and bustle of the daytime. 
Tours commence at 20.30hrs with 

a Yeoman Warder guiding your 
group through the ancient fortress 

finishing with the Ceremony of 
the Keys, the world’s longest 
running military ceremony. 
The evening finishes at 
22.05hrs. Minimum 20, 
maximum 50, £25 per 
person plus VAT

Private tours and exclusive visits

Find out what spooked some of the palace’s past 
residents when guided around the palace courtyards 
at night. Hear the stories of ghostly apparitions and 
paranormal activity whilst experiencing the unique 
atmosphere of Henry VIII’s Apartments and infamous 
Haunted Gallery. The ever-popular Ghost tours return 
each winter with public tours on Fridays and Sundays 
between November and March. Subject to availability 
private Ghost Tours are bookable at £1200 plus VAT for 
up to 35 people.

Evening Tours – view this majestic palace in a new light. 
From 18.30hrs entertain your guests in the spledour 
of the Baroque palace with wine and canapés then be 
invited by a costumed guide to visit the magnificent 
State Apartments. The tour concludes in the dwindling 
light of Henry’s Great Hall at 20.30hrs. Bookable 1 month 
in advance for up to 30 people at £3,000 plus VAT 
thereafter £100 per person plus VAT, maximum 60.

Historic Royal Places – Descriptors Small Use
Width 74mm Wide and less 
 Minimum width to be used 50mm
Depth 16.5mm (TOL )
Others  Various
Icon  7mm Wide 
Rules 0.25pt

Dotted line for scaling 
and minimum size 
establishment only.
Does not print.

Historic Royal Places – Descriptors Small Use
Width 74mm Wide and less 
 Minimum width to be used 50mm
Depth 16.5mm (TOL )
Others  Various
Icon  7mm Wide 
Rules 0.25pt

Dotted line for scaling 
and minimum size 
establishment only.
Does not print.

H
illsb

orou
gh

 C
astle      M

agic G
ard

en
      W

h
at’s on

      V
isitin

g in
form

ation
      S

ervice R
eview

      E
ven

t ven
u

es      H
am

pton C
ourt at 500

7

mailto:groupsandtraveltrade%40hrp.org.uk?subject=Fanfare


Private tours and exclusive visits

Get a head start and book a place on our Morning tour 
at 9.00hrs. Tours with our expert Palace Explainers are 
for up to 35 people, available daily and last an hour 
after which the palace opens to the public and visitors 
can explore even more. Places are £30 per person and 
include admission but must be booked and paid for in 
advance.

When all the gates are locked and the lights are out, is 
the palace truly asleep? Or are the memories of love, 
loss and tragedy still echoing through the hushed 
corridors and empty rooms? Join an Eerie Evening 
tour to hear the tales of mysterious sights, unexplained 
happenings and strange stories of Royal residents who 
have lived in Kensington Palace. From 18.45 - 20.15hrs 
subject to availability private Eerie Evenings are 
bookable at £600 plus VAT, up to 20 people.

A special opportunity to tour King George III’s intimate 
family home on a Summer evening tour available on 
request from April – September each year. Lead by one 
of our costumed palace experts your group will discover 
the good times and sad times encountered by the royal 
family in the early 19th century. Minimum 10, maximum 
30, tours start at 18.00hrs and finish at 19.15hrs and 
include a glass of wine. £30 per person inc VAT.
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Historic Royal Event venues – Intimate dinners 
to Gala Banquets

9
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Host your prestigious event at one of the 
greatest palaces ever built. Our six royal 
palaces have provided the backdrop to 
glittering banquets and fabulous celebrations 
for many centuries. 

At the Tower of London enjoy an intimate dinner for up 
to 10 guests in the Martin Tower, the original home of 
the Crown Jewels whilst in the historic White Tower you 
can entertain 240 guests to cocktails followed by dinner 
in the New Armouries – a former 17th century store 
house. 

Where better than Kew Palace for a summer evening 
soiree? Dine in the Kings Dining room preceded by a 
tour and drinks in the Royal Kitchens, a truly unique 
experience for up to 24 guests. Smaller more select 
parties can also be arranged in the Little Banqueting 
House, or the King’s Public Eating room both at 
Hampton Court Palace.

You can go big too! At the Banqueting House, beneath 
the beautiful canvases painted by Peter Paul Rubens up 
to 380 guests can dine, whilst at Hampton Court Palace 
King Henry VIII’s Great Hall will accommodate up to 270 
guests. At Hampton Court Palace there is a wide range 
of choice across both the Baroque and Tudor Palaces.

At Kensington Palace we are limited to holding no more 
than 80 events each year making this a much sought- 
after venue. Options for hire include the King’s Apartments, 
Queen Anne’s Orangery and the new Entrance Hall with 
its spectacular contemporary light installation.

Lastly the newly acquired Hillsborough Castle can also 
be hired for dinners and cocktail parties in the Throne 
Room, Entrance Hall, Small Dining Room and Candlestick 
Hall. For larger parties we can offer the option of 
marquees in the grounds.

To enquire about availability, facility fees, view our 
approved suppliers for catering and event production 
go to our website www.hrp.org.uk/hireavenue or call 
+44 20 3166 6399.

Tower of London

Hampton Court Palace

Banqueting House

The Orangery at Kensington Palace

Kew Palace - Royal Kitchens



Need help?
Visit us! 
Buy tickets for 15 or more people: 
T: 0844 482 7770 
E: traveltradeorders@hrp.org.uk 

Calling from overseas, please dial 
T: +44 20 3166 6000

Find out 
www.hrp.org.uk/traveltradeandgroups

Ask us questions! 
T: + 44 (0) 20 3166 6311 or  
E: groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.org.uk

Party with us or do business with us! 
Functions and Events: 
T: +44 (0) 20 3166 6399 
E: events@hrp.org.uk

Retail therapy! Souvenirs and shopping: 
T: +44 (0) 20 3166 6848  
E: shop@hrp.org.uk  
W: www.historicroyalpalaces.com

Corporate gifts: 
T: +44 (0) 20 3166 6857  
E: corpgifts@hrp.org.uk

Get social with us! 
Find us on Facebook, follow us 
@HRP_palaces 
visit us on YouTube
Join our group on LinkedIn
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Happy birthday 
Hampton Court 
Palace – 500 in 2015

Early plans are underway to celebrate this 
much loved palace’s 500th year anniversary.
With such an array of dramas, treasures and 
characters that have influenced the way 
Hampton Court Palace is viewed today, 2015 
will be filled with events and interpretation 

to reflect this. Watch out for further news 
of events online at www.hrp.org.uk/
hamptoncourtpalace through our 
Facebook page and on our LinkedIn 

group – Historic Royal Palaces. 
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