
 
 
 
   

                                                        

 

 

 

Historic Royal Palaces    

 

in association with the Universities of East Anglia,  

Sheffield and York  

 

CONFERENCE CALL FOR PAPERS 

 

Capability Brown Royal Gardener –  
the man and his business: 
Past, Present and Future 

 

A garden history and heritage conference to mark Capability Brown’s 
300th anniversary.  

6 to 8 June 2016  at Hampton Court Palace, Surrey, UK 

Deadline for abstracts 31 August 2015 

Themes 

In 2016, the year that we celebrate the 300th anniversary of Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown’s  
birth (1716-1783) this conference will discuss the life and legacy of Britain’s most famous 
royal gardener and pioneering landscape designer. 

When Brown was given his royal appointment at Hampton Court in 1764 he was the 
world’s best-known gardener and the main proponent of the English landscape garden - a 
style which transformed the nation's royal and aristocratic country houses and had an 
international following. While the role of Royal Gardener gave him responsibility for the 



maintenance of the gardens at Hampton Court, he was also able to develop the first 
landscape practice with commissions across England and Wales.  

This conference will be held at Hampton Court Palace, where Brown lived in Wilderness 
House and from where he ran his prolific business. Under the terms of his contract to the 
deeply conservative King George III, he was not able to modernise the palace gardens and 
any changes had to be achieved through maintenance. In contrast to his subsequent 
reputation for sweeping away formal landscapes and even villages, at Hampton Court 
Brown struck a balance between retaining the formal baroque gardens and the creation of 
a landscape of which he was extremely proud.  

Custodians of such historic gardens and landscapes around the world today face similar 
challenges, this conference also invites papers and discussion on the restoration and  
presentation of historic gardens, and ways of bringing their stories alive for today’s 
visitors. Individual studies of successes in this relatively new field will be especially 
welcomed. 

This conference will create two days of lively discourse from these two complementary 
perspectives, and we are looking to include talks on themes such as: 

 

Capability Brown and the business of landscape gardening 

• The royal heritage of Brown’s work, in Great Britain and abroad: improver or 
destroyer? 

• The men behind the phenomenon: Brown’s office and assistants 

• Brown’s royal rivals and imitators  

• The ‘English’ landscape gardens of the royal houses of Europe 

• Royal landscapes by Brown and his contemporaries, for example at Kew and 
Buckingham Palace 
 

Today’s business of historic royal gardens open to the public: the presentation and 
interpretation of the gardens and landscapes of Brown and his contemporaries 

• Case studies of new and innovative interpretation methods in historic gardens and 
landscapes 

• Visitor research into the use and understanding of historic gardens 

• Case studies of contemporary royal garden restorations and re-creations as a 
method of interpreting the past 

• Conservation, restoration and innovation in historic gardens   

• Image-making of the royal garden and landscape 

• Cultural responses to royal and aristocratic historic gardens  
• The history and historiography of visiting and utilising royal gardens 

 
 
 

Day 3 (option): 

Visits to royal landscape gardens around London: provisional programme: 
Hampton Court and Bushy Park,  and Kew Gardens. 
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Details 

The conference will take place on the 6 and 7June 2016 at Hampton Court Palace, with an 
evening dinner on 6 June. There is an optional third day of visits to nearby Brownian royal 
landscapes with expert guides (numbers may be limited). 

The keynote speakers include Dr David Jacques, garden historian and historic consultant, 
Dr Jan Woudstra, Reader in Landscape History and Theory, University of Sheffield, Ceryl 
Evans, Capability Brown Festival – Landscape Institute and Sebastian Edwards, curator at 
Historic Royal Palaces for an associated exhibition on Brown at Hampton Court in 
collaboration with the State Hermitage Museum, Russia. 

 

The conference is hosted by Historic Royal Palaces, and organised jointly with the 
Universities of East Anglia, Sheffield, and York.  

Proposals for 25 to 35 minute papers are invited from garden historians, historians and 
practitioners working in historic gardens on all related aspects of royal and related  
gardens and landscapes, particularly those of  the eighteenth to early nineteenth 
centuries.  

 

Please submit an abstract proposal of 300 words in a Word Document, accompanied by a 
100 word biography, to Jasmeet Barker at jasmeet.barker@hrp.org.uk by 31 August 2015. 

Enquires about papers for the conference may be sent to Jan Woudstra at: 

j.woudstra@sheffield.ac.uk 
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