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Show and swagger, style and gaudy display,
talk to us now about Royal Passes and other
ticketing options to ensure you are ready to
offer your customers the very best of
everything Georgian. 

Secrets of the Royal
Bedchamber
From 27 March 2013 Hampton Court Palace
will be showing the world’s largest collection
of state beds, elaborate symbols of royal
power and prestige.

Secrets of the Royal Bedchamber will also
feature portraiture and bedchamber
furnishings of the time, as well as unusual
bedroom artifacts, such as Charles II bedrail, a
rare remnant of the long-lost palace of
Whitehall. The rituals of the bedchamber, from
morning levée to evening couchée were
performed in and around these magnificent
surroundings. Courtiers embarked on a social
climbing venture to get as close to the
bedchamber as possible where, if they were
deemed worthy, their Monarch would receive
them. The exhibition, included in admission to
Hampton Court Palace, runs through the
summer until the end of September. 

Salacious Gossip Tours
Available to individuals at £25 per person on
Friday and Sunday evenings in April, May,
August and September and for groups on
request at £1,000 for up to 40 pax. At these
evening tours we get the chance to tell stories
of the court we would not dare to tell you
during the day!

Get ready, the 
Georgians are coming!
At Historic Royal Palaces we are building momentum towards the next royal landmark. In 2014,
across the palaces we will be celebrating the 300th anniversary of the accession of George I,
first of the Hanoverian monarchs.

The Georgian story will come to life
in the Queen’s Apartments at
Hampton Court Palace, alongside
a dynamic re-presentation of the
King’s Apartments at Kensington

Palace. With William Kent’s
exuberant painted backdrops, the
stylish, formal and gossipy world of
the royal court will come to life.
There will be something for everyone
to enjoy, at Hampton Court Palace a
new fine art route, showing treasures
from the Royal Collection, will be on
display as will the recreation of one
of the kitchen gardens from the
baroque age. 

Throughout, there will be a greater emphasis on
drama, dance and music than ever before. Just
as in the baroque era, art, architecture and
performance combine to engage all the senses. 
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A bite to eat for groups
Our caterers, Ampersand, have announced their new Meal Deal
options for groups and tour operators alike. The popular
voucher scheme, for groups of 15 or more, provides four great
choices available in the New Armouries Restaurant at the Tower
of London and the Tiltyard Cafe at Hampton Court Palace. The
popular morning coffee option at just £3.95 per person is great
value and includes a freshly baked Danish pastry. The hot lunch
option allows visitors to choose from our chef’s counters or
select a delicious salad. New options have been added for 2013,
a pre-plated afternoon cream tea at £6.50 makes the traditional
English experience affordable for all whilst the Picnic Hamper
gives visitors an attractive takeaway presentation box filled to the
brim with wonderful lunchtime goodies. 

Take more history
home with you
With the palaces covering nearly 1000 years of history, there are just
too many stories to tell so why not give your customers and groups
the chance to discover more in our beautiful Palace Guidebooks.
There is an edition for each palace and one that features the royal
regalia, the Crown Jewels. All are lavishly illustrated inviting readers
to explore more of each attraction they also feature in depth articles
and stories from our Curators and guest contributors making the
guidebooks souvenirs your customers will want to keep. Guidebooks start at £4.99
however if you are considering ordering in bulk contact our Retail Team on
shop@hrp.org.uk to discuss delivery and discount rates. Don’t forget our full range of
retail gifts and souvenirs can be purchased online at www.historicroyalpalaces.com

At Hampton Court Palace the Snug
is a cosy private area in the Tiltyard
Cafe, perfect for groups of up to 40
people to enjoy a light lunch,
morning coffee or afternoon tea
together. Menus start from £6.50
per person

For all catering enquiries contact groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.org.uk or call. Tower of London +44 (0) 20 3166 6992
Hampton Court Palace +44 (0) 3166 6972 Kensington Palace +44 (0) 20 3166 6112

The elegant Orangery is one of
London’s most popular destinations
for lunch or afternoon tea. Groups
can book the East or West Apse for
lunch or tea for up to 32 people per
Apse, however why not come early
for breakfast or morning tea, the
Orangery opens at 09.00hrs, a great
way to start your day in Kensington.
Lunch and
afternoon tea
menus start
from £12.95 for
groups of 15
and more.

Banqueting House summer Pop-up
Cafe returns! In the Undercroft at
the Banqueting House, Whitehall
this fabulous central London
location will be a perfect stop off to
refresh and at the same time
discover the spectacular Rubens
paintings in the Main Hall and
opulent world of a royal masque. 
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Private tours and special events
Our specially developed private tours offer the more discerning visitor a unique and privileged insight to our
magnificent palaces. These historic venues are also available for dinners and receptions, conferences and
meetings. www.hrp.org.uk/hireavenue

Private Viewing of the newly presented Jewel House
The Crown Jewels at the Tower of London are a unique working
collection of royal regalia and are still regularly used by the Queen
in important national ceremonies, such as the State Opening of
Parliament. A private viewing of the regalia is available in the
morning at 08.15hrs followed by light breakfast refreshments or in
the evening at 18.30hrs with sparkling wine and canapés. The
morning tour costs £75 per person, the evening £105 per person plus
VAT and is based on a minimum of 15 people.

Early evening tours
Discover the intimacy and privacy George III and Queen Charlotte enjoyed at Kew
Palace at an evening tour with our costumed palace guides. This extraordinary retreat
served as a royal palace from 1800-1818. Visit the elegantly restored Georgian rooms
as well as the conserved bedrooms of the princesses on the top floor. New for 2013,
tours will include the Royal Kitchens the best preserved Georgian kitchens, they reveal
the dishes ordered and eaten by the King and his guests and give us an insight to the
Kings state of mind and health. Tours cost £25 per person for minimum of 10,
maximum 30 and start at 17.00hrs finishing at 19.00hrs.  

Private Victorian Breakfast tour
Enjoy a private breakfast of bucks fizz, croissants and pastries, fresh fruit
and florentines in the beautiful Orangery at Kensington Palace followed by
a private guided tour of newly presented Kensington Palace. Arrive at the
Orangery at 08.00hrs, following your breakfast you will be greeted at the
palace by your host and given a guided tour of Victoria Revealed, the
exhibition exploring Queen Victoria’s life as mother, queen, wife and
empress. £100 per person plus VAT based on a minimum of 20 people.

Afternoon Tea in King William III’s Little Banqueting House
Experience the magnificent ceiling and wall paintings by Antonio Verrio in
the Little Banqueting House, the most intimate of historic settings within
the palace grounds. You can choose either a traditional English afternoon
tea or add champagne for a truly sparkling experience. Combined with a
tour of Secrets of the Royal Bedchamber from March 2013, prices start from
£100per person plus VAT, with tea served at 15.00hrs. Minimum of 20
people, available April – Sept.



Florimania: Jewels from the
King’s crown – 8-10 March 2013
The Tudor apartments set the scene for Florimania with
flamboyant floral creations displayed alongside the newly re-
created Tudor crown in King Henry VIII’s richly furnished rooms. 

New! Secrets of the Royal
Bedchamber – 27 March – Sept 2013
This temporary exhibition will feature seven of our most rare
and magnificent State Beds, stunning portraiture and
bedchamber furnishings and artifacts of the time, such as
Charles II bedrail, a rare remnant of the bedchamber at the
long-lost palace of Whitehall. 

King Charles II’s Honeymoon –
Easter 29 March – 1 April 

The palace is buzzing with news and rumour. After years as the
official residence of fun-hating Oliver Cromwell, Hampton Court prepares
to welcome a new, merry, monarch. Charles brings home his bride
Catherine of Braganza for a honeymoon like no other. Meanwhile the latest
of his Majesty’s many mistresses, Barbara Villiers, prepares to give birth in
her rooms at the palace and an entourage of rakes, libertines and
actresses are determined to take advantage of the facilities. Mirth,
merriment, plots and intrigue abound.

Tudor ‘masterchefs’ – 2 & 3 March,
29 March – 1 April 2013
Take home top tips to tickle a Tudor’s taste-buds from
our resident Tudor food historians.

Tudor ‘masterchefs’ – 4-6 May,
1-2 June, 6-7 July, 3-4 Aug 2013
Our Historic cooks are toiling in the Kitchens preparing the exotic
dishes for Henry VIII as well as the plainer yet still lavish food for
the court. Join them as they try new techniques and decipher
ancient manuscripts in their quest for the perfect Tudor meal.

The Servant’s Tale – Daily until 30 Sept 
It’s 1717 and the feud between the King, George I and the Prince of Wales escalates.
What’s going on behind the closed doors of the Royal Bedchamber? Seek
out the crafty servants, our costumed interpreters, with their ears to the
panelling and eyes to the keyhole, what secrets will you overhear?

New! Henry VIII, Make History Happen –
Daily until 31 March 2014
Meet Henry VIII and his Tudor courtiers and join him in choosing his next
wife. Romances rarely run smoothly, especially Henry’s however there is always a
chance things may not work out. Only by joining in the action can you ensure that
history takes its proper course.

Henry’s Crown and Dynasty – 
Daily from 20 Oct 2012
Destroyed after the English Civil War, the crown has
been painstakingly re-created by the Crown Jeweller’s

master craftsmen from original records and paintings.
This glittering symbol of Henry’s legacy will be on
display in the Royal Pew in the Chapel Royal.

Henry VIII’s Christmas –
27 Dec 2012 – 1 Jan 2013

With the aging king increasingly withdrawn, the
younger courtiers are determined to celebrate the
season in style. Join them in songs, dances and witness
the anarchic antics of the fool, all laid on for your delight.
Visit the Tudor kitchens to see the finest food being prepared
for His Majesty to eat, but beware of the schemes of
ambitious nobles, eager to woo you to their side. What must

you do to catch a glimpse of the king?

Spring &
Easter

Daytime
Events

Medieval Tower –
4 Nov – 31 March 2013
Enter the world of the Medieval Kings
and priceless lords and ladies who
inhabited the Medieval Palace. In the first week of December
meet Eleanor of Castile, a Spanish princess who became the
Queen of England in the 13th century.

Victorian Christmas 27-31 Dec
Victorian visitors flock to the
Tower of London as Mr Charles
Dickens will be giving one of his
celebrated recitals. Experience
this magical time of year, in an
ancient Castle when so many
Christmas traditions we know
now were brand new!

Last
minute
Winter

Banqueting
House

Summer

Winter closure – 
24 Dec – 20 Jan 2013
To allow us to undertake essential
restoration and maintenance
works the Banqueting House will

re-open to the public on Monday
21 January 2013.

New! Execution story
– from 30 Jan 2013
Arguably the most significant
moment of English royal history
took place at the Palace of

Whitehall in 1649, the execution of
King Charles I. Discover the events
leading up to this moment in the very
place where history happened.

A Royal Masque –
Daily in August
Enter the opulent, enchanted world of
the Royal Masques, sumptuous
entertainments of the Stuart court.
Masqueraders display their colourful
and extravagant costumes and unveil
the secrets of this most regal of
spectacles. 

Pop-up Café – 
Daily in August
Returning after an Olympic-year break,
our Pop-Up Café will give weary

visitors a welcome place to rest and
refresh in the historic Undercroft,

favoured by James I to sup wine and
unwind. Call or email the Travel Trade
Sales team for group options.

Winter group
bookings
This is a perfect time to soak in
the atmosphere of this tiny
royal palace and see how
George III, Queen Charlotte
and their fifteen children filled
the winter months. Joint
tickets with admission the
palace, royal kitchens and Kew
Gardens are only available to
groups in the winter season. 

Queen Charlotte’s
Cottage – weekends
until Oct 2013
Queen Charlotte’s cottage is an
early example of a cottage orné,
a rustic cottage built as a
country retreat, but not as a
residence. The cottage was used
by the royal family in the late
18th century for resting and
taking tea during walks in the
gardens. Discover it on
weekends and bank holidays.

Summer opening –
29 March – 27 Oct
2013
Now’s the time for all group
and tour operators to include
the joint visit to Kew Gardens
and Kew Palace and the Royal
Kitchens in your programmes.
Three attractions for just £15.68
per adult and £13.17 per
concession, children go free!
Advanced booking required call
+44 (0) 20 8332 5648.

Georgian Treasures
– 29 March –
27 Oct 2013
This summer visitors to this most
intimate of royal palaces can see
George III’s beautiful breakfast
service, a gift from his

daughters appropriately
displayed in the Breakfast
Room. Also on display
personal treasures, such as
diamond encrusted snuff
boxes, chatelaine and
buttons all belonging to the

King and Queen.

New! Advent at Kensington
1-24 December 
We will be revealing something new every-day
of December as we transform the palace into
an advent calendar with surprising and
intriguing results. The festive programme will
include live performance, traditional carol
singing, mulled wine, mince pies. (note, palace
closed 24,25,26 Dec).

Eerie Evenings – Fridays in
Nov, Jan & Feb 2013
Guided tours through the shadowy historic
State Apartments where you will hear chilling
tales of mysterious sights and strange
happenings... Tours start at 18.45hrs, max 25
per tour, £20 per person inc. VAT. Advance

booking essential, private
group dates upon request.

Victoria
Revealed –
Daily

Discover the private
and public passions
of Queen Victoria.
Fall in love with
poems and music
written by her
devoted husband
Prince Albert and
feel the Queen’s
deep despair at
his premature
death at the age
of just 41.

Victorian celebrations – 
24-27 May 2013
Make Queen Victoria’s birthday weekend one
to remember and be surprised at the fun you
can have at the palace. We will amuse you!

New! Modern royals –
opens summer 2013
Meet the modern royal couples who started
their married lives
together in this
famous old palace.
Opening in the new
Piggott Galleries,
this new display
brings the latest
instalment of
Kensington’s history
to visitors.

Daily opening
Don’t forget the Banqueting House
offers guaranteed opening 7 days a
week from 10.00hrs – 13.00hrs, it is
also open in the afternoons when
no evening events are scheduled.
To check for afternoon visits call

0844 482 7770
www.hrp.org.uk/banquetinghouse 

Hampton 
Court Palace

Kew
Palace

London Marathon – 21 April 2013
This annual global event passes the Tower of London, however we remain
open and your best options are to arrive by tube or riverboat. 

Colonel Blood and the Great Crown Jewels
Robbery – 29 March to 7 April
Join the dastardly Colonel Blood and his gang of
desperados in the greatest heist of all time – stealing
the new Crown Jewels from the heart of the greatest
fortress in the realm! Strike a blow against the new
King Charles II and make a fortune in the process.
But beware, the forces of the King are ever ready to
pounce!

Tower of
London

New! Mint Street – Daily from mid May 2013
For the first time ever visitors can enter 2a Mint Street and discover the
history of the Mint at the Tower. Featuring flagship objects from the
Royal Mint Museum and focusing on six key moments from the history
of the Mint, this area brings another layer of the 1000 years of history
at this fortress to life.

Gold for the King! 25-27 May 2013
Revolutionary monarch William III is keen to set his finances in order with fine

new coins of pure gold stamped with his regal portrait. Who better to
oversee this important work at the Tower than famous scientist Isaac
Newton? But nothing is ever simple, violence lurks beneath the surface
at the Tower, will you get rich quick or find it much more difficult to
leave his Majesty’s fortress and prison than it was to get in?

Crown Jewels – Daily
Discover gloriously ornate, intricately made Crown Jewels and learn how
they have inspired acts of greed, violence and even spawned stories of
evil curses.

Kensington
Palace

All events included in the price of your ticket, unless otherwise stated. For group reservations please telephone: 0844 482 7770 or visit www.hrp.org.uk for further details 



Need help?
Visit us!

Buy tickets for 15 or more people: T: 0844 482 7770
E: traveltradeorders@hrp.org.uk 

Calling from overseas, please dial T: +44 20 3166 6000

Find out W: hrp.org.uk/traveltradeandgroups

Ask us questions ! T: + 44 (0) 20 3166 6311 or 
E: groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.org.uk

Join us online!

YouTube
www.youtube.com/HistoricRoyalPalaces
Facebook
www.facebook.com/pages/Historic-Royal-Palaces/4638888467
Twitter 
http://twitter.com/hrp_palaces 

Party with us or do business with us!

Functions and Events: T: +44 (0) 20 3166 6399
E: events@hrp.org.uk 

Retail therapy!
Souvenirs and shopping: T: +44 (0) 20 3166 6848

E: shop@hrp.org.uk 
W: www.historicroyalpalaces.com

Corporate gifts: T: +44 (0) 20 3166 6857 
E: corpgifts@hrp.org.uk

New Interpretation for 2013 adds
more value across the palaces.
Our Curators and Interpreters have been
researching hard to bring more extraordinary
stories of how monarchs and people have shaped
society in some of the greatest palaces ever built.
New experiences will be woven into visits giving
you more reasons to include the palaces in your
tours and itineraries.

One of the most momentous events in
English history took place at the

Banqueting House Whitehall on
the morning of 30 January 1649,
when Charles I walked beneath
the magnificent Rubens
paintings and stepped out onto
a specially constructed scaffold
in Whitehall where he was

executed, reportedly to the
‘dismal, universal grown’ of the

crowd. A new small display explores
the events leading up to Charles’

execution and creates an atmospheric
recreation of the day.

At the Tower of London, Mint Street will be
opened up for visitors from mid May 2013. See
where the coins of the realm were minted for
over 500 years and learn how Sir Isaac Newton,
Warden of the Mint, tried to rid London of

counterfeiters and hear of Edward I’s harsh
punishments for people who tampered with
his coins.

Meet the 20th century royals who started their
married lives together in the flats and apartments
of Kensington Palace. The next instalment of the
representation of Kensington Palace
will include costumes from the
Royal Ceremonial Dress
Collection, photographs and
film footage and will open in
summer 2013.

For more information on the
above and details to the daily
programming at Hampton
Court Palace and Kew
Palace, visit our website
www.hrp.org.uk/
traveltradeandgroups or
give us a call on
+44 (0) 20 3166 6311.


