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Work is in full swing across Hampton Court, 
Kensington and Kew Palace to present the 
Georgian Kings to visitors in some of the best 
Baroque interiors and gardens in the country.

To mark the 300th anniversary of George I’s arrival in 
Britain the season will kick-off at Easter with the arrival 

at Hampton Court Palace of the newly crowned 
monarch. However tension is brewing 

between the King and his son and two rival 
courts emerge. Will the rising star Robert 
Walpole the future ‘prime minister’ uphold 

the Hanoverian’s claim to the throne, 
as well as enhance his own power and 
prestige? Visitors can follow the drama daily 
from 18 April 2014 through the magnificent 

Queen’s State and Private Apartments.

Groups will also be able to attend a 
host of Georgian events throughout 
the year including the popular 
Mother’s Day weekend Georgian 
Florimania 28-30 March, the May 
Day weekend Big Picnic 3-5 May, 
visit the new Georgian Kitchen 
Garden, have summer fun at 
the Georgian Garden Party 
in July and sample the 
new exotic beverage, in the 
Chocolate Kitchen from 

14 February onwards.

Art lovers look out for the newly presented Art at the 
Palace in the Cumberland Suite, opening in Autumn 
2014, works from the Royal Collection and other loans will 
be displayed with a distinctly Georgian feel!

Meanwhile at Kensington Palace, the first phase of the 
re-presentation of the Kings State Apartments will invite 
visitors into the King’s Presence Chamber, beautifully 
restored with crimson damask silk and gilded paintwork. 
But look-out, the new smell-scape will introduce the 
atmosphere of the Georgian court in a new sensory style!

Daily from Easter 2014 discover the glittering world 
of Queen Caroline’s court of intellectuals. See the 
extraordinary Georgian court dress and learn the latest 
gossip at the gaming tables.

Highlights throughout the year for groups include 
Mother’s Day Georgian Tea Party on 30 March, a 
Georgian Garden Party in June, the popular evening 
Eerie Tours from November and a Georgian Christmas 
in December 2014. Full dates and details for groups will 
be available on our website.

Lastly at Kew Palace, open from 29 March – 28 September 
2014, the domestic life of George III, Queen Charlotte 

and their children will continue with the addition of 
live Georgian cookery in the Royal Kitchens the 
last weekend of each month. Don’t forget Kew 

Palace and the Royal Kitchens are included in 
the admission price to Kew Gardens.

Royal Collection Trust / 

Copyright HM Queen Elizabeth II

www.hrp.org.uk/traveltradeandgroups
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What’s on for groups?
Daytime Events Daytime Events
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Late Winter 2013-14
Meet Queen Eleanor of Castile at the Tower – 7-8 
December, discover her feelings about England and 
see how she is attended by her courtiers. Norman 
Christmas - 27-31 December, will be celebrated in grand 
style in the White Tower with foolery and music all to 
entertain the King in the most impressive Castle.

Spring 2014
Come and experience the Tower post-Civil War, now a 
storehouse for the gold and silver of the realm. Just how 
safe are the fabulous new Crown Jewels and the coins 
minted in the Royal Mint? See all the treasures of the 
17th century Tower this Easter 18-27 April.

Summer 2014
From July, for the first time visitors will be able to walk 

along three sides of the Tower’s ramparts. The 
North Wall Walks open to the public taking visitors 

through the Bowyer Tower where stories of the 
more recent Tower history will be found. Our live 
interpreters will be tackling the issues 

surrounding the mint and the prisoners 
at the Tower this summer, come along 

and be part of history.

Daily highlights include 
the Crown Jewels, Royal 

Beasts, Coins and 
Kings: the Royal Mint at 
the Tower and the Line of 
Kings in the White Tower.

Late Winter 2013-14
Tudor masterchefs return 7-8 Dec, 1-2 Feb. 
New! Florimania for Christmas – 14 – 15 December 2013, 
our popular spring event takes on a winter feel. Get into 
the Christmas spirit with brass bands and carol singing in 

the courtyards. Tudor Christmas – 27 Dec – 1 January 
2014, songs, dances, the anarchic antics of the fool are 

all laid on for the delight an ageing King Henry, see what’s 
cooking in the Tudor Kitchens too.

Spring / Summer 2014
Meet the Georges – New! The Chocolate Kitchen, opens 
from 14 February, discover this new and exotic beverage. 
Florimania returns on mothering Sunday weekend 28-30 
March with a Georgian theme. Easter 18-27 April, George I 
arrives as the new monarch and the first British King. 
Join us at the Big Picnic – Georgian style – 24-26 May and 
unearth Georgian fruit and veg in the newly opened Kitchen 
Garden. For music lovers every Sunday in the Chapel Royal 
there will be a Georgian themed recital and more stories 
to discover on a Prince of Wales Apartment tour.

Autumn / Winter 2014
New! Art at the Palace opening October 2014 will invite 
visitors to a newly presented Cumberland Suite, a space to 
show some of the most beautiful artworks from the Royal 
Collection – starting of course, from the Georgian era.

You can still meet Henry VIII in the Tudor apartments, see 
the Tudor masterchefs cook on 5-6 Sept, 4-5 Oct, 
1-2 Nov, 6-7 Dec, take a stroll around the beautiful riverside 
gardens or get lost in the Maze every day!
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New! A range of free Hidden History talks and short 
guided tours, bringing to life this extraordinary building, 
will be available from Spring for groups to book in advance. 

Daily, the small emotional installation charting Charles I 
last hours before his execution unveils this momentous 
chapter in English history, here at the Banqueting House.

Summer season 2014
When Kew Palace opens on 29 March 2014 visitors can 
continue the Georgian story discovering the intimate 
family life of George III and Queen Charlotte. Also visit 
the Royal Kitchens and Queen Charlotte’s Cottage. 
Admission is included with the Kew Gardens ticket 
however groups can book a guided tour with our 
costumed palace experts for just £4 per person. Kew 
Palace and the Royal Kitchens are open for groups 
throughout the summer until 28 September 2014. 

Queen Charlotte’s Cottage is open at weekends.

Winter 2014 
Winter brings a whole new perspective on life 

at Kew Gardens. For details of special events 
such as the Orchid Festival in February visit 
www.kew.org

Late Autumn/Winter
This Christmas the State Apartments and public spaces 
will be filled with the traditions of the festive season – 
a sensory pleasure of sights, sounds and smells. Our 
family fun interpretation – Game of Crowns – throughout 
December will enthrall groups of our younger audiences.

Spring/Summer 2014
Meet the Georges – On 30 March join us for a Mother’s 
Day Georgian tea. Daily from 18 April enter the Kings 
Presence Chamber in the re-presented Kings Apartments 
and jostle with the celebrity court of Queen Caroline. Book 
a Garden History tour for your group and on Father’s Day 
in June take to the lawns for the Georgian Garden party.

Autumn/Winter 2014
Look-out in September for the latest Georgian styles to 
coincide with London Fashion week. Visit the palace for 
the Georgian pleasure gardens experience when we will 

illuminate the palace and celebrate a 
Georgian Christmas in December 2014.

Year-round highlights
Explore the public and private life of 
Queen Victoria in Victoria Revealed, 

visit Fashion Rules, dress 
from the collections of 
HM The Queen, Princess 
Margaret and Diana, 
Princess of Wales 
and take tea in the 
Orangery.
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The palaces’ gardens – where history blooms
The gardens have always been a great 
attraction to palace visitors over many 
centuries and they continue to be a source of 
charm and fascination today. 

Opening in May 2014 at Hampton Court Palace visitors 
will be given a taste of the newly restored Royal Kitchen 
Garden. Unearth the gardening techniques of the 
eighteenth century which provided fruits and vegetables 
to the kitchens of Hampton Court Palace. Take a stroll in 
the Wilderness, famous for its display of daffodils in the 
spring season, explore the oldest surviving hedge maze 
in the world and marvel at the magnificent Kings Privy 
Garden restored in 1995. Book a guided tour to give your 
group a fantastic insight to this magnificent palace and 
its gardens.

Since 1714, Kensington Palace has boasted one of the 
finest gardens in the country, thanks to Queen Anne who 
extended them and built the beautiful Orangery at the 
palace, visitors today can relax and unwind around the 
secluded Sunken Garden. Groups visiting the palace in 
the summer can book one of our Garden History Tours 

and learn from our volunteer guides about the recent 
transformation of the palace gardens, their varied history 
and the importance of the setting of Kensington Palace 
within the Royal Park.

Kew Gardens’ roots can be traced back to George III’s 
mother, Princess Augusta and her ambition for a garden 
to contain all the plants known on Earth. Today Kew 
Gardens is made up of over 300 acres of tranquil gardens 
and stunning landscapes. Located within the gardens 
visitors will find Kew Palace included in Kew Gardens’ 
admission from 29 March – 28 September 2014. Discover 
the intimate life of George III, Queen Charlotte and their 
15 children at the palace. Group tours are available to 
book in advance and also include the recently conserved 
Royal Kitchens.

Our new Georgian Royal Pass includes admission to 
all three attractions highlighted above. To plan your 
gardens and palaces group tour, contact the sales team 
groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.org.uk 
www.hrp.org.uk/traveltradeandgroups 
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Cooking up history, the royal kitchens 
at Hampton Court and Kew Palace

Culinary tours are extremely popular and 
London offers a wide range of experiences 
from the exclusive restaurants, ethnic 
cuisines and cookery schools. To include an 
historic element in your culinary itinerary 
look no further than Historic Royal Palaces.

The Tudor Kitchens at Hampton Court and the 
Georgian Royal Kitchens at Kew were a central part of 
palace life that not only provided simple meals for all 
the staff that lived and worked in the palaces but also 
feasts fit for a king. 

In 1529, Henry VIII extended the kitchens at Hampton 
Court Palace, creating spacious rooms for storage 
and preparation in order to streamline the cooking 
process. Plan your culinary tour to include our cooking 
demonstrations that take place the first weekend of 
every month. Our food historians prepare dishes using 
traditional utensils and ingredients giving visitors a 

hands-on view of how the Great Kitchens at Hampton 
Court Palace were able to provide 600 meals twice a 
day to satisfy the appetite of the Tudor court. New from 
February 2014 at Hampton Court Palace the Georgian 
Chocolate Kitchen will also host live chocolate making 
from the Georgian period, look for dates on our website. 
At intimate Kew Palace, explore the rooms of the 
Georgian Royal Kitchens miraculously preserved, 200 
years after they were last used. Here fresh bread was 
baked and meat and fish were stored for the more 
frugal diet of George III and his family. Open from 29 
March – 28 September 2014, the last weekend of each 
month our food historians demonstrate the preparation 
techniques involved in Georgian cookery through live 
cooking displays. 

Groups of 15 or more receive the group discount 
rate, so book now to join our historic cooks as they 
transport visitors on a culinary journey recreating 
royal recipes from the 
Tudor and Georgian 
courts. To book or ask 
for more information call 
0844 482 7770 or email 
groupsandtraveltrade@
hrp.org.uk
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Private tours and exclusive visits
Our specially developed private tours offer 
the more discerning visitor a unique and 
privileged insight to our magnificent palaces.  
For availability and more information contact 
groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.org.uk 

New! Private viewing of the Line of Kings Entertain your 
guests in the world’s longest running museum display in 
the ancient White Tower. Available in the morning from 
08.15hrs or in the evening at 18.30hrs, the visit includes 
a short tour with a Yeoman Warder a private tour of the 
Line of Kings with an experienced White Tower warden 
and light refreshments to set up the group for a full day 
of site-seeing. The evening tour includes sparkling wine 
and canapés and concludes at 20.00hrs. The morning 
viewing is £75 per person plus VAT and the evening at 
£105 per person plus VAT, minimum 15, maximum 150. 
Available from June 2014.

Evening Tours, give groups the chance to enjoy the 
tranquil atmosphere after the hustle and 
bustle of the daytime. Tours commence at 

20.30hrs with a Yeoman Warder guiding your group 
through the ancient fortress finishing with the Ceremony 
of the Keys, the world’s longest running military 
ceremony. The evening finishes at 22.05hrs. Minimum 20, 
maximum 50, £25 per person plus VAT

A unique opportunity to view the fabulous finery and 
regalia at a Private viewing of the Crown Jewels is 
available in the morning from 8.15am or in the evening at 
18.30hrs. The visit includes a short tour with a Yeoman 
Warder and tour of the Treasury with a Jewel House 
Warden plus breakfast refreshments in the morning and 
sparkling wine and canapés in the evening. The morning 
viewing is £75 per person plus VAT and the evening at 
£105 per person plus VAT, minimum 15, maximum 150,.

Discover the reality of the lives and loves of the royal 
court on a Salacious gossip tour. Your costumed guide 
will take you on a tour telling tales we dare not tell during 
the day and unveiling the bizarre rituals of the Stuart & 
Hanoverian Court. Subject to availability, prices from £25 
per person plus VAT based on minimum 30 guests.
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Private tours and exclusive visits
The ever-popular Ghost tours return each winter with 
a State Apartment Warden guiding you through the 
shadowy State Apartments and the deserted dark 
courtyards. Subject to availability private tours cost 
£1200 plus VAT, up to 40 people.

Evening Twilight Tours – view this majestic palace 
in a new light. From 18.30hrs entertain your guests in 
the splendour of the Baroque palace with wine and 
canapés, then be invited by a costumed guide to visit 
the magnificent State Apartments. The tour concludes 
in the dwindling light of Henry’s Great Hall at 20.30hrs. 
Bookable 1 month in advance at £100 per person plus 
VAT, minimum 30, maximum 60. 

Get a head start and book a place on our Morning tour 
at 9.00hrs. Tours with our expert Palace Explainers are 
for up to 30 people, you can book 1 place or all 30 if you 
wish! The tour lasts 1 hour after which the palace opens 
to the public and visitors can explore even more. Places 

are £30 per person and include admission but must be 
booked and paid for in advance.

An evening of surprising stories awaits you as you join 
an Eerie tour of Kensington Palace at night. Tours are 
guided through the shadowy historic State Apartments 
where you will hear chilling tales of mysterious sights and 
strange happenings… Tours start at 18.45hrs, max 25 per 
tour, £28 per person inclusive of VAT, evening concludes 
at 20.30hrs.

A special opportunity to tour King George III’s intimate 
family home on a Summer evening tour available on 
request from April – September each year. Lead by one 
of our costumed palace experts your group will discover 
the good times and sad times encountered by the royal 
family in the early 19th century. Minimum 10, maximum 
30, tours start at 17.00hrs and finish at 19.30hrs and 
include a glass of wine. £30 per person inc VAT.
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Tudors on Tour – bringing the palaces to the people!
In Tudor times, kings and queens travelled 
around the country ‘on progress’ to make 
their mark on the nation. In 2014, Historic 
Royal Palaces is going on tour to do the 
same. This new flagship festival will bring the 
Tudor world to St Peter’s School in the city 
of York on 24-26 May 2014. 

Eager to show off his new queen, Catherine Howard to 
his subjects to win the city over, Henry VIII headed to 
York in 1541. Come and be captivated and feel a part of 
a bygone era. Eavesdrop on real life characters going 
about their daily business. Meet the Curators of Historic 
Royal Palaces in the Discovery Zone showcasing our 
award winning expertise in restoration, conservation, 
research and learning.

Share the experience through an immersive and 
engaging programme of events throughout the three 
day festival that will involve local schools, communities 
and volunteers. 

This weekend of fun, learning and festivities for 
families, individuals and groups will include Tudor-style 
pavilions, jousting, theatre, hands-on-history zones, film 
screenings and a chance to meet The King.

To keep our visitors going and to make your day 
complete, the Tudor pop-up pavilions will be serving 
delicious Tudor food fit for the King himself.  

Contact us for more information on ticketing and group 
visiting opportunities.
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Need help?
Visit us! 
Buy tickets for 15 or more people: 
T: 0844 482 7770 
E: traveltradeorders@hrp.org.uk 

Calling from overseas, please dial 
T: +44 20 3166 6000

Find out 
www.hrp.org.uk/traveltradeandgroups

Ask us questions! 
T: + 44 (0) 20 3166 6311 or  
E: groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.org.uk

Party with us or do business with us! 
Functions and Events: 
T: +44 (0) 20 3166 6399 
E: events@hrp.org.uk

Retail therapy! Souvenirs and shopping: 
T: +44 (0) 20 3166 6848  
E: shop@hrp.org.uk  
W: www.historicroyalpalaces.com

Corporate gifts: 
T: +44 (0) 20 3166 6857  
E: corpgifts@hrp.org.uk

Get social with us! 
Find us on Facebook, follow us 
@HRP_palaces 
visit us on YouTube
Join our group on LinkedIn
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Georgian group packages
Historic Royal Palaces and Royal Collection 
Trust have joined together to present a joint 
Georgian package exclusive for groups.

To complement a forthcoming BBC series featuring our 
Chief Curator, Dr Lucy Worsley, our package includes 
Kensington Palace and The Queen’s Gallery exhibition 
The First Georgians: Art and Monarchy 1714-60. 
Available from 17 April - 25 July 2014, 
adults, £20 seniors £18. Book now on 020 7766 7321.

Meanwhile our new Georgian Royal Pass gives you 
Hampton Court, Kensington Palace and Kew Gardens 
and Palace in one convenient ticket. 
Contact groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.org.uk
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