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Tower Poppies — 
own one of your own
Hampton Court Palace 
at 500
All the latest itinerary 
planning news



Latest news:
Blood swept lands and seas of red

Fanfare focus:
Many happy returns – Hampton Court Palace

Hampton Court Palace was built for show – and for 500 
years it has stood on the banks of the river Thames, an 
opulent symbol of power, prestige and majesty. 

As our spectacular installation of 888,246 ceramic poppies, 
created by Paul Cummings and Tom Piper nears completion 
you still have the opportunity to own one for yourself. 

Available at £25 plus postage & 
packing, all net proceeds plus a 
guaranteed 10% from every poppy 
sold will be shared equally amongst 
our charity partners, which we hope 
will raise millions of pounds. 

The poppies, a symbol of 
remembrance in the UK, have 
created a powerful visual 
commemoration, representing one 
for each British and colonial fatality 
during the 1st World War.

Many of our group organiser and 
travel trade partners have bought 
numerous clients to see this 
amazing sight, we thank you and 
trust your customers have been 
equally moved by the experience.

Buy your poppy at 
www.poppies.hrp.org.uk 

Built by Cardinal Wolsey to 
entertain a pleasure-loving King 
Henry VIII and gifted to him 10 
years later, the palace has also 
been backstage witness to two 
revolutions, three monarchs 
honeymoons, the birth of Henry’s 
long awaited male heir, and many 
more pivotal historic events.

Daily from Easter 2015 we will bring 
500 years of History where it 
Happened to life at the palace. 
Visitors will experience the front 
stage trappings of royal ritual to 

the backstage politics of monarchy 
through recreated vignettes.

Cardinal Wolsey’s first palace, 
Henry VIII’s re-design, Elizabeth I’s 
suitors, Charles I & Oliver Cromwell, 
Charles II and his mistresses, the 
first Georgian monarch and Queen 
Victoria, toast them all with a glass 
of wine from Henry’s wine fountain 
at the end of each day.

Our full calendar of events can be 
found inside Fanfare and online at 
www.hrp.org.uk/hamptoncourtpalace 
For help in planning the big 500 
itinerary email 
groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.org.uk 

http://www.poppies.hrp.org.uk
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Private tours and special events:
Make it memorable for your incentive groups 
and luxury travellers

Itinerary planning:
Spring and summer at the palaces

Tower of London – Coins and 
Kings welcome talks – visit Mint 
Street where the coins of the realm 
were minted for over 500 years. 

Discover from our Warden how 
counterfeiters were dealt with and 
see if you can spot the forgeries. 
Talks last 20 minutes must be 
pre-booked for morning visits at 
9am or 10am for up to 20 people, 
£50 plus VAT per booking.

Kensington Palace – Morning 
tours Get a head start and book a 
place on the first tour of the day at 
9am. Tours with our expert Palace 

Explainers are for up to 30 people, 
you can book 1 place or all 30 if you 
wish! The tour lasts 1 hour after 
which the palace opens to the 
public and visitors can explore even 
more. Places are £30 per person 
and include admission but must be 
booked and paid for in advance.

Hampton Court Palace – Salacious 
gossip tours – hear some of the 
more salacious stories about the 
reality of the lives and loves of the 
royal court! Join a State Apartment 
Warden as you enjoy an evening 
tour and discover what went on in 
the State Bedchamber. Discover 
the bizarre rituals of the Stuart and 
Hanoverian Court and hear the 
tales we dare not tell during the 
day. Subject to availability, prices 
from £25 per person plus VAT 
based on minimum 25 guests. 
For smaller groups a flat fee of 

£625 plus VAT applies.

Email groupsandtraveltrade@
hrp.org.uk for more details 
and other private tour 
opportunities. 

March – flowering shrubs such 
as Winter Jasmine, Forsythia and 
Viburnum add to the massed 
planting of Daffodils in the 
Wilderness, there are also a large 
number of flowering trees within the 
Tiltyard and Wilderness.

April – Formal bedding on the East 
and South front gardens include 
Pansies, Wallflowers, Tulips and 
Forget-me-nots. The spring display 
is reaching its peak in the Privy 
Garden with the long lines of simple 
planting schemes complimenting 
this very formal historic garden.

Florimania – 13-15 March 2015
Taking on our 500th birthday 
theme, the palace will be decorated 
in floral tributes from across the 
centuries.  Included in admission.

Summer Garden History Tours 
– Kensington Palace
Book one of our volunteer-led 
garden history tours and learn 
about the recent transformation 
of the palace gardens and their 
diverse history. Included in 
admission available 
on request. 

What’s there to see in the beautiful Hampton Court Palace 
and Kensington Palace Gardens in the Springtime?
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Daytime Events for Groups
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Last minute Winter
Life in the Medieval Palace 
until 23 Dec 2014
Join the Knights and Ladies of King 
Edward I’s court as they prepare to 
celebrate Christmas in the newly 
built St Thomas’s Tower. Listen to 
tales of love and romance, war and 
chivalry from their own time and 
from the legends of the past.

Christmas: 
27 December – 31 December 
All over by Christmas?
Meet the soldiers, Londoners 
recruits, and visitors to the Tower as 
they raise their spirits and wonder 
what the year ahead may bring. 

2 January – 31 March 2015 
Torture at the Tower
Discover the truth about some 
of the Tower’s most notorious 
prisoners in the 16th and 17th 
Centuries, not for the squeamish!

Daily: Spring and summer 2015
Visit the spectacular Crown Jewels, 
magnificent Line of Kings, walk the 
ramparts and encounter Royal 
Beasts, spys and prisoners along the 
way. Admire this colossal Fortress 
and learn about the Duke of 
Wellington’s time as Constable of 
the Tower in the year of the 200th 
anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo.

12-23 December 
Christmas light trail,
See the palace in a new light 
– quite literally! Explore the 
famous maze and formal 
gardens after dark as they 
are transformed into an 
illuminated wonderland 
trail. The wilderness 
will be springing back 
to life for the occasion, 

while a stunning spectacle on the 
East Front will react to audience 
movement. Book timed tickets in 
advance, 17.00-19.00 – adults £10, 
children £5, free entry for those 
with a valid palace ticket on day 
of visit.

27 December – 1 January 
Tudor Christmas
The Tudor Christmas festivities 
return with the cooks toiling in the 
kitchens to keep an aging Henry VIII 
in good spirits. With music, dancing 
and a fire eating fool, how can he 
not be made to feel merry!

Spring and Summer 2015:
13-15 March – Florimania

Our annual Mothers Day 
weekend floral spectacular 

celebrates the palaces’s 
500th birthday with displays 
from all eras of it’s history.

3-7 April 2015 
Happy birthday Hampton Court 

– Encounter the past
Join us for a year of celebrations 
and experience 500 years of 

stories encountering characters 
who lived life to the full through 
the Tudor, Stuart, Georgian and 
Victorian times.

Daily: Encounter the Past
The palace will be in party mood to 
celebrate this landmark year. Meet 
the characters from across history 
as you make your way around the 
stunning State Apartments and join 
us in the late afternoon to raise a 
glass to Hampton Court at Henry 
VIII’s wine fountain, collect a token 
for your glass and plan to stay till 
the end of the day for the toast.

Every Sunday: Lunchtime music 
recitals – Chapel Royal
Experience a delightful musical 
interlude in the spectacular Chapel 
Royal. With its magnificent Tudor 
decorated ceiling and Baroque 
interiors it’s a perfect place for 
reflection.
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28 Nov – 3 January 2015 
Glorious Georges 
Christmas
Enjoy the festive season 

Georgian style. Admire 
Georgian inspired festive 

decorations and take the 
opportunity to sample 
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Daily – Hidden history talks
A range of talks and short guided 
tours are available for groups to 
book in advance free of 
charge bringing to life this 
extraordinary building.

2 April – 27 September 
Summer season
Book a group House tour, combined 
with a garden tour or simply visit the 
gardens unguided. This new addition 
to our portfolio tells the intriguing 
story from plantation to partition to 
power sharing to the peace process. 
Also discover the workings the royal 
residence of today.

Hillsborough Faces
An exhibition of photographs of 

people who have visited 
the residence from 

queens to choir boys, 
politicians to pot 
washers. Included 

in admission.

2-3 May, 6-7 June, 4-5 July 
1-2 August - 
Tudor Cookery
Our historic cooks are toiling in the 
kitchens preparing the exotic dishes 
for the Royals as well as the plainer 
yet still lavish food for the court. 

30 June – 5 July 
RHS Hampton Court Palace 
Flower Show
Make the most of the annual show 
and plan to combine a palace 
visit on the day or in the coming 
months with our unique groups 
joint package.

29 – 31 August 
BBC Good Food Festival
Included in palace admission, 
indulge the taste buds at the 
numerous stands and outlets in 
the East Front gardens, a perfect 
added value excursion for your 
calendar.

2 April – 27 September 2015 
Summer opening
The covers are off and the palace 
is open. Pre-book your group’s 
time slot when booking your visit 
to Kew Gardens, the palace is 
included in the gardens admission.

Guided tours for groups 
Groups can book a guided tour 
with our costumed palace experts 
for just £4 per person. Discover the 
intimate royal family life of George 
III and visit the royal kitchens a 
fascinating time-capsule of early 
19th century culinary history.

a glass of Queen Caroline’s hot 
chocolate.

Spring and Summer 2015:
Daily - Victoria Revealed
Explore the public and private life 
of Queen Victoria in the rooms 
where she grew up. Discover 
through her own words her lonely 
childhood at the palace and her 
deep love for Albert and the 
impact of his sudden death.

Daily - Fashion Rules
Dress from the collections of 
HM The Queen, Princess Margaret 
and Diana, Princess of Wales, this 
elegant exhibition explores the 
influences on royal fashion on 
modern culture from 1950s – 1980s.  

2015 Conservation project
Whilst we repair and clean the 
external facades in 2015, the 
building will remain open for 
visitors to enjoy the magnificent 
paintings by Rubens and 
extraordinary history of this only 
surviving part of Whitehall Palace.

Hillsborough Castle



Need help?
Buy tickets 
T: 0844 482 7770 / +44 (0) 20 3166 6000 
E: traveltradeorders@hrp.org.uk
www.hrp.org.uk

Ask us questions! 
T: + 44 (0) 20 3166 6311 or  
E: groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.org.uk

Party with us or do business with us! 
T: +44 (0) 20 3166 6399 
E: events@hrp.org.uk 

Retail therapy! Souvenirs and shopping: 
W: www.historicroyalpalaces.com 
T: Mail order +44 (0) 20 3166 6848 
E: shop@hrp.org.uk 
T: Corporate gifts +44 (0) 20 3166 6857 
E: corpgifts@hrp.org.uk

Get social with us!
Find us on Facebook, follow us 
@HRP_palaces 
visit us on YouTube
Join our group on LinkedIn

Hampton Court PalaceTower of London

Kensington PalaceBanqueting House

Hillsborough CastleKew Palace
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