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2009 is a special year for Historic Royal Palaces as we are marking the 
500th anniversary of King Henry VIII’s accession to the throne and we 
want to make sure that you know about everything we have planned.  We 
know that you are immersed in deadlines and working under pressure so 
this guide is aimed at helping you get the most from us.

Find out who you can interview from a Tudor cook to a Curator to our 
Chief Exec.  You will also find information on sourcing images, organising 
press visits and about filming with us.  If you are looking for a story or
inspiration, read through our list of upcoming events and the interviews 
we have provided.

If you want to get in touch with us you will find our contact details at the
bottom of every page.

Enjoy!

Welcome to Historic Royal Palaces’ 
Press Office

Interview...
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Brett Dolman, Curator (Collections), Hampton Court Palace

What do you do?
I am an historian and art historian, with a particular interest in paintings
of all periods.  This means I spend some of my time on new research and the
rest helping to inform and shape exhibitions such as Henry’s Women opening
at Hampton Court Palace this April.  I also deal with enquiries from
colleagues and the press and lead special tours.

Ask me if you need to know about…
Paintings, especially the art collections at Hampton Court Palace,  
Henry VIII and 16th and 17th century history.
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This new exhibition, in partnership with the Royal Armouries, opens on 3 April 2009 and 
runs until 17 January 2010.  It encompasses all three floors of the iconic White Tower 
and will bring together at the Tower of London, for the first time since the reign of 
Elizabeth I, the largest number of objects and items known to have belonged to Henry 
VIII including a stunning display of his armour.

Highlights

Horned Helmet -  A present from the Emperor Maximilian, it is probably the finest 
armour ever seen in England.

Foot combat armour -  NASA studied the construction of this armour with the Royal 
Armouries experts when they designed the first space suit in the 1960’s.

Tonlet armour - Henry VIII wore this armour for the foot combat contest with Francis I 
at the Field of Cloth of Gold.

Sport - On display is the oldest known football in the world, discovered at Stirling Castle 
it pre-dates 1540.  It is well known that Henry loved sports, even playing football himself. 

Costumed events - Throughout the year live costumed interpretation events will be 
taking place.  See the rise and fall of Anne Boleyn or even attend Knight School!

Exhibitions and events
Henry VIII: Dressed to Kill
Tower of London, Press preview 2 April 2009

Henry VIII: heads and hearts
Hampton Court Palace, Press preview 9 April 2009

Henry VIII’s favourite palace will host an unmissable programme of events, starting 
10  April 2009, to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the King coming to power.  
Henry VIII: heads and hearts encompasses exhibitions, displays, performances, special 
events and a brand new visitor experience based around the Tudor court and the King’s 
wedding to his sixth wife, Kateryn Parr, which actually took place here at Hampton 
Court Palace. 

Highlights

Representation - 2009 will see fantastic new displays at the palace including a newly 
represented Tudor route and the opening of Henry VIII’s Council Chamber, never before 
opened to the public!
Henry and Kateryn’s wedding - Every day from 10 April 2009, Henry VIII’s wedding to 
his sixth wife, Kateryn Parr, will be brought to life by live costumed interpreters.
Henry’s Women -  A temporary exhibition exploring Henry’s infamous six wives will 
bring together a number of important 16th century portraits of each of Henry’s queens 
and his daughters (10 April - 3 August). 
Coronation weekend - A spectacular Tudor river pageant will mark the 500th 
anniversary day of the King’s official crowning (20 - 21 June). 
Chapel Court garden - A Tudor garden inspired by Henry’s own 16th century privy 
garden has been designed and created (opens June 2009).
Tournament -  For the first time in modern history, a Tudor jousting  
tournament will be taking place at Hampton Court Palace (29-31 August). 



Hampton Court PalaceTower of London

Interview...
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The Chapel Royal  
at Hampton Court 
Palace, where 
Henry VIII married 
Kateryn Parr in 1543.

continued from previous page...

Cookery - There will be special Tudor cookery events taking place in Henry’s very 
own kitchens, where you will be able to see, touch and smell the preparation 
behind a Tudor banquet fit for a King!
Sport - Henry VIII was an avid sportsman, so to mark this we will be offering live 
falconry, fencing and archery displays throughout the year as would have been 
popular in Tudor times.
Music - As a music lover, Henry VIII would have welcomed our Tudor music festival  
(7-10 May) and also enjoyed our special guest, Rick Wakeman, performing his best-
selling album Six Wives of Henry VIII (1&2 May).
Drama and Debate - Throughout the year we will be hosting a series of public 
lectures including guest speakers David Starkey and Dan Snow. We will also 
be showing performances of Tudor plays including The Play of the Weather, a 
renowned satire on life at Tudor court.

For more information on events visit www.hrp.org.uk

Marc Meltonville, Food Archaeologist, Hampton Court Palace

What do you do?
I co-ordinate our team of food historians in Henry VIII’s original Tudor kitchens. 
Beginning with the original historic recipes, we look at ingredients, what equipment 
was used, and techniques of the past to see if we can learn more about their food. 
Food history leads us on to broader social history as it touches everybody’s lives, 
from the man turning the meat on the spit, to King Henry VIII himself eating in his 
private chamber.  

Tell me something I don’t know about Tudor food...
From 1529 the kitchens at Hampton Court Palace comprised 55 rooms, covered 
3000 sq ft, were staffed by 200 people providing 600 meals a day twice a day for 
the Royal court. What’s more, King Henry VIII’s court would have drunk  
an incredible 600 gallons of ale every year.



On the web...
In addition to the wealth of information and inspiration on our website, Historic Royal 
Palaces is expanding its presence on the world wide web. Our recently launched 
Historic Royal Palaces YouTube channel offers a behind-the-scenes introduction to the 
palaces and the people that tell their stories. Even Henry and his wives make an 
appearance, so keep an eye out.  

Have a look! 

www.hrp.org.uk/newsandmedia

Interview...
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Interview...
Michael Day, Chief Executive, Historic Royal Palaces

What can we look forward to at Historic Royal Palaces in the future?
Historic Royal Palaces are really leading this years historic anniversary, dedicated to 
Henry VIII, with fantastic exhibitions, events and activities throughout 2009 at both 
Hampton Court Palace and the Tower of London. Also at the Tower of London we are 
half way through a three year conservation project on the iconic White Tower. Every 
year, there are new exhibitions, live re-enactments and special events at all our sites. 

John Keohane BEM, Chief Yeoman Warder, Tower of London

What does your job as Chief Yeoman Warder at the Tower of London involve?
I am the ceremonial head of the 35 Yeoman Warders (or ‘Beefeaters’). Our main role 
during the day is to provide guided tours and answer questions from our visitors on the 
history of the Tower — including information on Henry VIII and the infamous beheadings 
of his wives and enemies!

Tell me something I don’t know about the Tower of London…
The majority of our visitors don’t realise that the Tower is a village of 47 families who all 
live in apartments within the walls, totalling about 120 people of all ages from babies to 
grandparents. We have our own resident Doctor and Chaplain — and even our own pub!



Kensington PalaceBanqueting HouseKensington Palace
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Online at www.hrp.org.uk/newsandmedia section you will find press releases, press 
images, fact sheets and more information about all of the palaces. But here are the 
answers to a few common questions… 

Q: I desperately need to find out more about Henry VIII at Hampton Court Palace, 
how do I go about setting up an interview with a curator?

A: Call us! If we can’t answer your questions ourselves, we will ask our experts, 
whether this be the one of our curators, a tapestry conservator, a gardener or one of 
our costume guides. If you need more detailed information we’ll arrange an interview 
for you with the person you need. 

Q: I’ve been commissioned to write a family travel piece about Hampton Court 
Palace; do I get complimentary tickets?

A: If you’ve been commissioned to write about us, we can organise complimentary 
press tickets. Complete the application form on our website at www.hrp.org.uk/
newsandmedia. 

Q: My editor needs a photograph of the Tower of London to accompany the 
exhibition review I’ve written. What do I do?

A: Easy! We photograph all of our big events 
and stories, as well as behind the scenes at 
the palaces, so first check our online gallery, 
at http://hrp.newsteam.co.uk. Here you can 
browse through shots of all the palaces, then 
download hi-res versions immediately for free 
direct to your computer. 
If we haven’t got what you’re looking for go to 
www.hrp.org.uk/newsandmedia and find out 
how to set up your own photography. 

Q: I’m filming a documentary about Henry VIII 
and want to film at Hampton Court Palace 
– how do I do it?

A: Go online to www.hrp.org.uk/newsandmedia 
where you’ll find everything you need to know, 
from background information about filming, 
application forms and information about 
previous film shoots at the palaces, to a link 
from which you can download broadcast quality 
footage of our sites free for editorial use.

Handy hints and “how do I..?”

Above: The iconic White Tower at the Tower 
of London overlooking the site where two of 
Henry VIII’s wives were executed.
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The palaces
Historic Royal Palaces looks after the Tower of London, 
Hampton Court Palace, the Banqueting House, Kensington 
Palace and Kew Palace. Although the palaces are owned by The 
Queen on behalf of the nation, we receive no funding from the 
Government or the Crown, so we depend on the support of our 
visitors, members, donors, volunteers and sponsors.    

The Tower of London  

 l  Don’t miss the finest 
collection of King Henry 
VIII’s armour 

 l  More than 900 years of 
history, from William the 
Conqueror to Rudolf Hess

  Don’t miss in 2009:  
Henry VIII: Dressed to Kill 
exhibition opens 3 April

Hampton Court Palace 

l  Must see! King Henry VIII’s 
magnificent state apart-
ments represented for the 
anniversary year including 
the Great Hall and Henry 
VIII’s Council Chamber, 
never before open to the 
public

Don’t miss in 2009: 
New temporary exhibition 
Henry’s Women opens 10 April

Coronation weekend river 
pageant 20 June

The Banqueting House 

l  Look up at the dazzling 
Rubens ceiling

 l  Follow in the footsteps of 
King Charles I who was 
executed outside here in 
1649

Kensington Palace 

l  Home to generations of 
royal women, from Queen 
Mary II and the young 
Princess Victoria, to 
Princess Margaret and 
Diana, Princess of Wales 

l  See the lavish Cupola Room, 
where Princess Victoria 
was christened and the 
bedroom where she found 
out she had become Queen

 Don’t miss in 2009: 
The restored Cradle Walk 
and the Sunken Garden

Kew Palace   

l  Kew Palace, featured on 
the shortlist for the 
Gulbenkian Prize for 
Museums and Galleries 2007, 
was home to King George 
III and his large family in 
the early 1800’s 

l  Re-opened in 2006 
following a decade-long 
£6.6 million restoration 
project that recreated 
interiors as King George III 
and his family would have 
known them

Don’t miss in 2009: 
Be greeted by staff dressed 
in period outfits as you 
enter the palace and take 
one of our special tours of 
the attics

Hampton Court Palace
KT8 9AU
Train: Hampton Court 

Kew Palace
TW9 3AB
Tube/Train: Kew Gardens

Kensington Palace
W8 4PX
Tube: High St Kensington

Banqueting House
SW1A 2ER
Tube: Embankment

Tower of London
EC3N 4AB
Tube: Tower Hill

...but what can you see and do at our palaces?

‘Horned Helmet’ presented to King Henry VIII by Emperor Maximilian I
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Historic Royal Palaces Tower of London Hampton Court Palace

We hope this guide has inspired you and we look forward to working with you. Below 
are some tips for what to do next and you can keep up-to-date with upcoming news 
and stories at our website www.hrp.org.uk, as well as joining our media mailing list.

Things to do...
Visit www.hrp.org.uk

Join media mailing list

Check out membership online

Attend press preview for Henry VIII: Dressed to Kill at the Tower of London, 2 April  

Attend press preview Henry VIII: heads and hearts at Hampton Court Palace, 9 April

Visit the Chapel Court garden at Hampton Court Palace

Review Henry’s Women at Hampton Court Palace

Study Henry’s armour at the Tower of London

Look at our YouTube site

Join the Coronation weekend river pageant the highlight event of our Henry calender

Meet Henry VIII at Hampton Court Palace

Thanks and stay in touch

Henry’s armour featured in Henry VIII: Dressed  to Kill exhibition at the Tower of London


