
 

 

 

Some of the most elaborate and majestic items of armour are on display in Line 

of Kings, the World’s longest running visitor attraction at the Tower of London. 

Reuniting under one roof, over 500 objects which have formed part of this 

magnificent display during its 350 year long history. 

 

 

Silver and 

engraved armour 

of Henry VIII, 

about 1515 
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This silvered and engraved 
armour belonged to King Henry 
VIII and was decorated by Paul 
van Vrelant in Greenwich, 
London. It is accompanied by 
elaborately engraved, Flemish-
made horse armour. 

 
The decoration celebrates the 
marriage of Henry VIII to 
Katherine of Aragon. This can be 
seen around the edge of the 
skirt, which features intertwined 
initials of Henry and Katherine 
and in the pattern of scrolling 
foliage with Tudor roses and 
pomegranates of Aragon all over 
the armour. 

 

Field and 

Tournament 

armour of Henry 

VIII, 1540 
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Henry VIII was 49 when this 
armour was made. By then his 
fitness and health had declined. 
As can be seen from the great 
size of the garniture, Henry had 
put on a lot of weight in his later 
years. 

This is a type of armour known 
as a garniture; a single armour 
with a set of alternative pieces 
that could be combined to 
create armours for use in a 
variety of different tournament 
events or in battle. This garniture 
was unusual in having a double 
set of extra pieces. 

 
 

 



 

Gilt armour of 

Charles I, about 

1612 
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This spectacular armour was 
actually made for Henry, Prince 
of Wales, Charles I’s older 
brother. On Henry's death in 
1612, Charles inherited his 
armour – and four years later his 
title. 

The surface is covered in gold 
leaf with engraved and punched 
foliage decoration. This is 
unusual as gilt decoration was 
normally fused to the surface of 
armour by the dangerous 
process of mercury-gilding. 

 

 

Boy’s armour of 
Prince Henry 
Stuart, about 
1608 
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This is the earliest of the 
surviving Stuart royal armours 
and the most old fashioned. 
AIthough made for the young 
prince at about thirteen years of 
age, it is a miniature version of 
an adult armour. 
 
 
The armour is decorated with 
bands of chased and gilt 
strapwork containing scenes 
from the life of Alexander the 
Great, to whom Henry was often 
compared in literature. 

 
 

Boy’s armour of 
King Charles II, 
about 1615 
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This horseman’s armour was 
made for the future Charles I, 
possibly to celebrate him 
becoming Prince of Wales in 
1616. It later passed to his eldest 
son, the future King Charles II.  
 
This armour was constructed by 
a Dutch designer in about 1615. 
Additional pieces for use on 
horseback include a matching 
shaffron (head defence) for a 
pony and saddle steels. The 
armour has extra pieces for use 
on foot as an infantry officer, an 
open faced ‘pikeman’s pot’ 
helmet, short tassets and a 
rondache (or shield). 

 



 

Armour of King 
James II, 1686 
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You can tell this armour was 
designed for King James II as 
the elaborate face-guard 
features the royal coat of arms. 
The armour’s decoration also 
features the initials ‘IR’ for 
Jacobus Rex meaning King 
James. 

This is a specially decorated 
version of the armour worn by 
light horsemen at this time. By 
the 1680s, armour was in decline 
as the use of guns became more 
widespread. This armour was 
bullet proof. 

 
 

 

 

Carved Head of 
Charles II, about 
1685  
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Image pending  
Made for the new figure of King 
Charles II in the Line of Kings, 
and originally painted in life-like 
colours.  
 
Probably made in the workshop 
of the eminent woodcarver 
Grinling Gibbons 

 

 

Carved Wooden 
Horse, about 1690 

 © Royal Armouries 

 

 

Image pending  
A life-sized horse statue for one 
of the royal figures in the Line of 
Kings to ‘ride’ in the Horse 
Armoury display, which survived 
until it was re-modelled in 1826-
7.  
 
Ordered in 1688-9 from one of 
the best woodcarvers in England 
when the Line was being 
expanded and improved 

 



                                                           
 

 

 
Wheellock 
combination axe 
and pistol,  early 
17th century 
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In the 16th and early 17th 
centuries guns were still 
regarded by some as unreliable 
novelties, and there was a vogue 
for producing combination 
weapons with a traditional tried 
and trusted attachment in the 
event of misfire.  More of a 
curiosity than a practical 
weapon, the excessive weight of 
the head of this axe-pistol would 
make it almost impossible to use 
as either. 
 
However it proved an interesting 
and attractive alternative to the 
munition weapons which made 
up the bulk of the Tower 
armouries collections at the 
time. It is listed among the ‘very 
many curious articles’ shown in 
glass cases in a recess in the 
New Horse Armoury in the 1827 
guide

1
 and described as ‘a 

combined weapon of the reign 
of James I in form resembling a 
small battle axe, but which 
contains six pistol-barrels, a 
wheel-lock, a matchlock &c’. 
 

 

Breastplate, 

English or 

Flemish, about 

1590 
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This particular breastplate was 

one of the star pieces in the late 

18th century Guidebooks –not 

only because it is spectacular to 

behold, but also because its 

story contained a royal element.  

“an old warder used to tell the 

story, the rim of the man’s belly 

that wore it, and part of his 

bowels, were carried away at the 

same time; not withstanding 

which, being put under the care 

of a skilful surgeon, the man 

recovered, and lived ten years 

after. This story this old warder 

constantly told to all strangers, 

till his late Royal Highness 

Frederick Prince of Wales, 

listened to him with seeming 

pleasure, and when he had done, 

looking at him with a smile – 

“And what, friend”, said he, "is 

there so extraordinary in all this/ 

I remember myself to have read 

in a book of a soldier, who had 

his head cleft in two so 

dextrously by his enemy that 



 

one half fell on one shoulder, 

and the other half on the 

opposite shoulder; and yet, on 

his comrade’s clapping the two 

fides nicely together again, and 

binding close with his 

handkerchief, the man did well, 

drank his pot of ale at night, and 

scarcely recollected that he had 

been hurt.” This story...put all the 

company that attended his 

Royal Highness into a horse 

laugh, which so chagrined the 

old warder, that he never had 

courage to tell his story again, 

so the poor battered breast-

plate has lain unnoticed ever 

since.” 

 

Burgonet 

helmet, around 

1600 
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This helmet was acquired in 1826 
about the time of the opening of 
the New Horse Armoury when 
Sir Samuel Meyrick was taking in 
hand the early Line of Kings 
display and removing the more 
glaring errors.  
 
At a time when attempts were 
being made to widen the scope 
of the Armouries collections 
such highly decorated pieces 
provided an attractive contrast 
to the plainer munition armours 
that formed the majority of 
Tower stores.  
 
Originally such heavily 
decorated armour was intended 
for display and wear in parades – 
the equivalent of modern full-
dress uniform rather than 
campaign-wear. 
 
 


