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Factsheet 
Welcome to Kensington – a palace for everyone 
 
Independent charity Historic Royal Palaces has completed a £12 million 
project to transform Kensington Palace and improve visitor facilities for 
the 2012 Jubilee and Olympic year. 
 
‘Welcome to Kensington – a palace for everyone’ has changed 
Kensington Palace into an exciting, engaging and inspirational visitor 
experience. The re-development works have introduced new education 
and community facilities, improved accessibility, reconnected the 
palace with the neighbouring park through new public gardens inspired 
by the area's historic landscape, and realised the ambition to open up 
the palace's rich and varied stories to the widest possible audience.  
 
The £12 million project has been financed by Historic Royal Palaces, with 
grants and donations from donors, sponsors, trusts and foundations. 
The fundraising campaign, led by the Historic Royal Palaces Campaign 
Board, has successfully reached its target of £12 million for the project. 
 
What the project has achieved: 
 

• Kensington Palace has been completely opened up and linked 
once again to the neighbouring park and surrounding landscape 
with gardens inspired by the historic layout of the area. Restoring 
historic vistas to and from the palace and, creating a new outdoor 
public space. 

 
• The main visitor entrance has been relocated to welcome and 

draw visitors into the palace directly from the busy Broad Walk 
and the Round Pond areas of the park.  

 
• A central hub has been created inside the palace, free of charge 

to enter, where visitors can get a taste of the palace and can 
choose to explore further or just stop for a coffee in the relaxing 
surroundings.  

 
• The rooms where Queen Victoria grew up have been renovated 

with a new major exhibition ‘Victoria Revealed’ dedicated to the 
story of her life. Visitors will explore the very rooms in which she 
spent her childhood, discovering more about her time at 
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Kensington and her life through many personal and significant 
objects that once belonged to the Queen and her family. 

 

• Working with theatre-makers Coney we have transformed the 
State Apartments revealing the secret lives of some of England’s 
most interesting monarchs from the Houses of Stuart and 
Hanover. These stories have been brought to life through new 
installations, live performance, and exquisite costume from the 
Royal Ceremonial Dress Collection.  
 

• We have created a small temporary display of specially selected 
dresses worn by Diana, the Princess of Wales. Some of these 
dresses are on show in the UK for the very first time. 
 

• Children can now enjoy free admission to the palace with a new 
kids-go-free initiative, where fun, engaging and relevant child-
friendly events and activities will encourage more families to visit.  

 

• Physical access into and around Kensington Palace has been 
transformed, aided by the addition of a lift providing level access 
to all public floors. 

 
• Historic Royal Palaces' award-winning education service has been 

extended to Kensington Palace with an education strategy 
drawing on the palace’s relevance to the National Curriculum. 
Dedicated spaces have been created in the new Clore Learning 
Centre to accommodate formal and informal learners, as well as 
helping serve the needs of local community groups. 

 
Major works on the project began in June 2010 and the palace closed at 
the beginning of January 2012 whilst final works were undertaken 
before re-opening to the public on 26 March 2012.  All works have now 
been completed in time for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the 
London Olympics.  
 
Kensington Palace has been home to some of the country’s most 
charismatic and best-known royals, including George II, Queen Victoria, 
Princess Margaret and Diana, Princess of Wales. Originally built in 1605 
as a private country house, it was purchased in 1689 by King William III 
and Queen Mary II, eager to escape Whitehall. They immediately 
ordered major improvements to the Jacobean mansion to make it fit for 
royal residence. The palace includes contributions from some of the 
most renowned architects of the past three centuries, including Sir 
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Christopher Wren, Nicholas Hawksmoor, Sir John Vanbrugh, John Nash, 
Colin Campbell and William Kent.  
 
The palace is also home to the Royal Ceremonial Dress Collection – 
10,000 items worn by royalty and courtiers from the seventeenth 
century to the present day, including clothing worn by George III, 
Queen Victoria, Princess Margaret, The Queen, and Diana, Princess of 
Wales. It was announced in September 2009 that the collection had 
been ‘Designated as a pre-eminent collection of national and 
international importance by the Museums, Libraries and Archives 
Council (MLA)’. The project to transform Kensington Palace has enabled 
Historic Royal Palaces to makes this important collection far more 
widely accessible than was previously possible. 
 
Notes to editors 
 
For further information about Kensington Palace and the project, please contact the 
Historic Royal Palaces press office. Tel: 020 3166 6166 or email press@hrp.org.uk 
 
Images of Kensington Palace can be downloaded from our online picture library 
http://hrp.newsteam.co.uk.Usage is free of charge for editorial purposes. 
 
Historic Royal Palace has successfully reached its target of £12 million for the 
Kensington Palace Project.   
 
Notable donors include: 

• £5.2 million - Historic Royal Palaces  
• £999,000 - Heritage Lottery Fund 
• £5.8 million from individual donors, trusts and foundations including, in 

alphabetical order : Mr and Mrs Jean-Francois-Cristau, The Clore Duffield 
Foundation, The Cadogan Charity,  Foyle Foundation, J. Paul Getty Jnr 
Charitable Trust, The Gosling Foundation, The Hobson Charity, Kevin and 
Penelope Lomax, Mr and Mrs Charles Mackay, Mr and Mrs Paulo Pereira, Mr 
Mark Pigott OBE, Mr and Mrs Hamish Ritchie, The Rothermere Foundation, 
Royal Commission for the Exhibition of 1851, Mr and Mrs Peter Smedvig, Basil 
Samuel Charitable Trust, Garfield Weston Foundation, The Wolfson 
Foundation, and numerous donations from palace visitors and Historic Royal 
Palaces Members.   

 
The project has re-developed and re-presented areas of the palace for which Historic 
Royal Palaces is currently responsible: the State Apartments, and Kensington Palace 
gardens. It does not cover areas currently administered by the Royal Household. 
 
Other recent fundraising projects by Historic Royal Palaces: 
 
• White Tower Conservation Project at the Tower of London in 2008 (c£1.5 million) 
supported by contributions from Man Group plc Charitable Trust, the HB Allen 
Charitable Foundation, the Getty Foundation and the 29th May 1961 Charitable Trust. 
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• Kew Palace conservation and representation (£6.6 million, opened 2006) was 
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund (£1.59 million), Eric Hotung CBE, The Gosling 
Foundation, The Hobson Charity and the Wolfson Foundation amongst others. 
 
• The Clore Learning Centre at Hampton Court Palace (£2.8 million, opened 2007) was 
supported by The Clore Duffield Foundation, the Weston Family and the Bradbury 
Foundation amongst others. 
 
• Tower Environs Scheme at the Tower of London (£18.6 million, opened 2004) was 
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund (£5.4 million) and the late Sir Paul Getty 
 
Historic Royal Palaces is the independent charity that looks after the Tower of London, 
Hampton Court Palace, the Banqueting House, Kensington Palace and Kew Palace.  
We help everyone explore the story of how monarchs and people have shaped 
society, in some of the greatest palaces ever built. 
 
We receive no funding from the Government or the Crown, so we depend on the 
support of our visitors, members, donors, volunteers and sponsors. 
 
These palaces are owned by The Queen on behalf of the nation, and we manage them 
for the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport. 
 
We believe in four principles.  Guardianship: giving these palaces a future as long and 
valuable as their past. Discovery: encouraging people to make links with their own 
lives and today’s world.  Showmanship: doing everything with panache. Independence: 
having our own point of view and finding new ways to do our work. 
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