
 

Hampton Court Palace Gardens 

Month by month highlights… 
 
January and February  
The first Crocus and Snowdrops can be seen within the gardens, especially the Wilderness and 
20th Century Garden.  Other spring bulbs are also beginning to appear.  A lot of evergreen and 
foliage planting in the 20th Century Garden will be looking good now, when other plants have 
no foliage. 

March  
Flowering shrubs such as Jasminum nudiflorum (Winter Jasmine), Forsythia, and various 
Viburnum can be seen throughout the gardens.  The massed naturalized planting of Daffodils in 
the Wilderness is beginning to come into flower, and will remain in flower and colour for several 
weeks.  Other spring flowering bulbs such as Chionodoxa and Scilla complement these.  
Flowering trees within the Tiltyard and Wilderness areas will start to flower during March. 

April   
The main displays of formal bedding on the East and South fronts are flowering now, with 
massed plantings of Pansies, Wallflowers, Tulips Bellis (Daisies) and Myosotis (Forget Me Nots). 
The spring display in the Privy Garden is reaching its best throughout this month, with the long 
lines of the simple planting schemes complementing this very formal historic garden.  The Great 
Vine can be seen coming into growth, as can many herbaceous perennials, with clumps of bright 
new foliage appearing in the borders of the East Front and Tiltyard. 

T

May 
The Tulips may still be flowering, depending upon the weather during April. The Wilderness is 
now carpeted with many wildflowers, and patches of Bluebells can also be seen.  The Horse 
Chestnuts on Hampton Court Green and Vrow Walk will be flowering during this month.  Most 
deciduous trees will be in full leaf, with the Hornbeams on Queen Mary's Bower in the Privy 
Garden providing dappled shade within the Bower.  

June     
Orange trees and other tender plants growing in tubs, known in the 17th century as ‘Exotics’, 
can be seen stood outside along the Privy Garden terrace and within the Privy Garden itself.  
These have been under protection over winter, and with the danger of frost passed, are put out 
for the summer, as was the practise in the 17th century.  The Rose Garden in the Tiltyard area of 
the gardens will be looking good during this month.  

July and August 
Flowerbeds and borders of all the garden areas are now full of brightly coloured bedding plants.  
The Sunken Garden on the South Front will be filled with Tagates (Marigolds), Fuchsias, 
Heliotrope Pelargoniums (Geraniums), Nicotiana and more.  The Privy Garden will also display 
summer annuals, using authentic plants and planting schemes of the 17th and 18th centuries. 

September    
The harvest of grapes from the Great Vine will take place during the first two weeks or so of this 
month.  The large sweet black grapes make very good eating, and bunches of them are 
available daily from Palace shops. The colourful summer plantings will still be looking good 
during this month. 

October and November    
The autumn tints and colours of the trees add another dimension to the gardens, especially in 
the Tiltyard, Wilderness and 20th Century Garden.  The planting of the Pansies and other spring 
flowering plants and bulbs will be taking place now, as the gardens begin to go into a quiet 
phase during the dark days of December. 

December 
Although there may not be many colourful flowers to see at this time, beauty can be seen in 
other ways, such as the striking outlines and tracery of the branches of the Lime trees in the 
avenues that stretch across Home Park.  Large clumps of mistletoe can be seen high up beyond 
reach in these trees.  A fall of snow reveals many other shapes that do not appear at other times 
and changes the whole appearance of familiar surroundings.  


	Hampton Court Palace Gardens
	Month by month highlights…  January and February  The first Crocus and Snowdrops can be seen within the gardens, especially the Wilderness and 20th Century Garden.  Other spring bulbs are also beginning to appear.  A lot of evergreen and foliage planting in the 20th Century Garden will be looking good now, when other plants have no foliage.

